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SISTER TO THE 
GREAT EARL OF WARWICK: 


IN wad ARE INTERSPERSED 
MEMOIRS OF THAT NOBLEMAN, 


AND THE 
PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS: 
© THER =, 
AGE IN WHICH SHE LIVED. | / 
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TO HER GRACE 
The Ducheſs of KincsTton, 


MADAM, 


1 
FT Should not have preſumed to 
intreat your Gr acv's Permiſ- 
ſion to dedicate ſo trifling-a Com- 
poſition to a Lady in your exalt- 
ed Station, had the Heroine of 
my Piece been unworthy your 
Grace's Protection. The Lady I 
celebrate was, like yourſelf, nobly 
born — her Rank elevated — her 
Accompliſhments, as your own, 
many and refined—the ſame ami- 
able Diſpoſition—the ſame Ele- 
gance of Manners — the ſame 
A ſteady 
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ſteady uncorrupted Soul, animated 


both your Boſoms, 


LApy Anne Neville always 
held a reſpectable Place in the 
panion and, Confidante of a Queen 


of Margaret of Anjbu, famed 


for more than female Wiſdom 
and Magnanimity. 


Hxn Beauty, and great Qualifi- 
cations gained her the Love and 
Reſpect of a worthy Nobleman, 
whole. elevated Sentiments were 
apparent in the Attention he paid 
to her Happineſs; Who knew the 
real Value of her Heart, and gave 


every 
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every Proof of the high Eſtima- 
tion he held her in. 


Hes, it is unneceſſary to point 
out, how nearly Lady Anne's Si- 
tuation reſembles. your GRace's. 
Your late much lamented Lord 
(whoſe Worth needs not my feeble 
Pen to perpetuate. it), by an un- 
feigned Tenderneſs whilſt living, 
and by munificent Bequeſts when 
his Protection ſhould be with- 
drawn, has ſhewn his Eſteem and 
Affection for you, and publicly 
avowed his high Senſe of your 
GRace' s Merit. 


However the Malice of in- 
m Perſons might for à while 
A 2 diſturb 
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diſturb the Serenity of your Mind, 
yet Deſert and Juſtice will at 
length triumph.—Though Comic 
Geniuſes indulge their Wit at the 
Expence of Truth, it ſerves only 
to make your Virtues more con- 
ſpicuous. — Your GRACE may 
look down from the Eminence, 
to which your Goodneſs of Heart 


has faiſed you, and with Tran- 


quility, the Reſult of Innocence, 
{mile to ſee the envenomed Shafts 
fall harmleſs at your Feet. 


Tux Portrait I have drawn of 
Lady Anne is not without its 
Shades ; but can we find in Na- 


ture a perfect Character? To err 
is 


is human: However, where the 
Virtues greatly overbalance the 
Frailties; where Delicacy, Ho- 
nour, Hamanity and Truth, can 
be placed agdinſt venial Faults, 
let the latter be loſt in the ſupe- 
rior Brightneſs o / tbe. former: 
Could we logk into he Hearts of 
all that form ith! (plendid Circle, 
and feed | n / yal Smiles, how 
few ſhould we find who would 
not feel their Cenſures, in ſome 
Degree, rebound; and receive 
from a faithful Monitor within 
as juſt, though perhaps not ſimi- 
lar, Accuſations. 
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f SensSIBLE of the Neceſſi ty 
there will be for ſome powerful 
Protection to a Work, whoſe Au- 
thor cannot boaſt of his former 
Labours, or an eſtabliſhed Repu- 
tation, I haye preſumed to beg 
your GRACE would countenance 
it; aſſured that your Name will 
4 reſcue it from Oblivion, and com- 
f penſate for its little Merit. 


I Aves the Honour to be with 


the greateſt Reſpect, 
Your GRACE's 


Moſt obedient 


and devoted Servant, 
LoxvDon, 
Oct. 13, 1775. 


The AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


ADY Anne Neville, Siſter to the 
great Earl of Warwick, whoſe 
Memoirs I have attempted to write, 
was not more celebrated during the 
Age in which ſhe lived, for the Eleva- 
tion of her Birth, than for her Beauty, 
and the uncommon Share of female 
Accompliſhments ſhe was endowed 
with, The ſingular Incidents of her 
Life her noble Sentiments—and the 
generous Principles ſhe appears to have 
been actuated by—ſeem to deſerve the 
Attention of the preſent Age. I doubt 
not but they will afford a rational En- 
tertainment to thoſe, whoſe exalted 
Minds can riſe above the Reſtraints of 
Cuſtom—to thoſe who have Magnani- 
mity enough to own, that in particular 
Inſtances, 
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Inſtances, and on ſome trying Occaſions, 
an exact Conformity to Laws and 
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. Uſages miy be diſpenſed with—and 
7 can make proper Allowances for the 
4 Deviations of a Heart formed by Na- 
f 


ture extremely ſuſceptible of tender Im- 
preſſions. I mean not thoſe tranſtent 
on] which Beauty alone may kindle, 
and which ate kept alive by Fancy— 
That Tie in which the Heart has 
do Share, formed perhaps by Vanity, 
Curioſity, or Caprice, and eafily diſ- 
folved—1 mean not that Somewhat, too 
1 often miſcalled Love, but that tender 
| Senſation, which is founded upon a 
ſecret Correſpondence of Sentiment, and 
built on reciprocal Eſteeni ;—thoſe ex- 
quiſitely refined Feelings, which tend 
not only to the Gratification of the 
Paſfions, but ſuch as the higheſt fen- 
foal Enjoyments cannox reach, and 
ſerve only to promote —an Union of 
Souls 
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Souls—a Source of internal, heart-felt 
Felicity, to which we are ready at any 
Time to facrifice every other Satisfac- 
tion—Such was the Paſhon that filled 
the Breaſt of my Heroine, ennobled 
her Mind, and raiſed her above her 
Sex. 


I Expzer not the Approbation of 
thoſe good Sort of People, who calm 
and cold in Sentiment, have either for- 
gotten the Heighday of the Blood, or 
never felt its Influence. And probably 
I ſhall only excite the Cenſures of thoſe 
to whom Nature has dealt out her Fa- 
vours with a ſparing Hand; and who, 
thereby ſecure from Temptations, have 
never deviated from the beaten Track 
of Life - For ſuch I write not. 


Tux Generous and Humane will 
view with Indulgence, Frailties which 
were compenſated in ſome Meaſure, by 


great 
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great Goodneſs of Heart, and rare Ac- - 
compliſhments. They will recollect, that 
the Age, in which Lady Anne, lived 
was characterized by a rropenfity to 
Arms and Gallantry; and that the 
Ladies were then taught to conſider their 
Approbation and Smiles as the Re- 
ward of ſuperior Excellence. Let it 
alſo be obſerved, that the Perfons who 
facceſfively engaged her Heart, were 
of the hight Rank —renowned for 
their Valour - and poſſeſſed of every 
Qualification that could render them 
agreeable. Supremely bleſt are they to 
whoſe Union bath Cupid and Hymen 
have mutually affiſted; but to ingenuous 
and liberal Minds, thefe peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances will be a fufficient Vindica- 
tion of my Heroine; and teach my fair 
Readers, while they blame her Con- 
duct, to drop the n Tear to her 
Diſtreſs. 
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Tux Deſign of a particular Hiſtory 
is to relate the Actions of; one Perſon; 
but the elevated Situation of the Lady 
whoſe Life I have written, makes her 
ſo connected with the general Events 
of the Reigns in which the lived, that 
it is with Difficulty. I have confined 
myſelf to thoſe which immediately re- 
late to her; however, I have been care - 
ful to avoid introducing any Perſon, or 
recounting any Event, that does not 
in ſome Degree concern Lady Anne, 
or her Brother. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE myſelf greatly in- 
debted to Monſieur L'Abbe Prevoſt 


for many Incidents of my Heroine's 


Life; and have gencrally followed his 
Account of them, though in ſome In- 
ſtances he has varied from accepted 
Traditions. For this, the Obſcurity of 


the ** Hiſtory, during the Wars 
| between 


xi INTRODUCTION. 


between the two Roſes, may be juſtly 
pleaded as an Excuſe : But here they 
are unimportant, as they equally tend 
to ſupport my principal Deſign ; which 
is, to inculcate Humanity, and that 
Charity, which at once teaches us to 
diſtinguiſh between the Errors and 
Vices of Mankind, and induces us to 


| treat the former with Lenity and Can- 
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EVER did the Engliſh 
N Nation ſhine with greater 
Luſtre, than during the 
Reign of Henry the Fifth; a 
Prince poſſeſſed of every Endow- 
ment of Mind and Body, neceſſary 
to form a great Man. Tall and 
majeſtick of Stature, he ſeemed 
born to command. Strong and 
robuſt — expert in all military 
Exerciſes — inured to Hardſhips 
Vor. I. B | and 
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and patiently bearing them — he 
ſet an Example to his Troops of 
Moderation and Conſtancy. Not- 
withſtanding ſome Irregularities in 
his Youth, he no ſooner mounted 
the Throne, than he became tem- 
perate, juſt, and truly pious; ſerv- 
ing as a Model for his Subjects in 
general to form their Conduct by. 
But theſe great Qualifications could 
not ſecure him from an early 
Death. juſt as he was on the 
Point of adding the Crown of 
France to his own, and thereby 
deſervedly reigning Monarch of 
an extended Empire, he fell a 
Sacrifice to a ſudden Diſeaſe. By 
employing his laſt Hours in giv- 
ing Directions tothe Nobles around 
him for the Extenſion of his Con- 
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| queſts, whilſt he beheld his Diſſo- 


lution approach with the greateſt 
Compolure and Firmneſs of Mind, 


he compleated the Character of a 
Hero. 


His Son Henry the Sixth, then 
only a Child about Eight Months 
old, was committed to the Care 
of his Uncles, the Dukes of Bed- 
ford and Glouceſter, who poſſeſſed 
many of the noble Qualities of 
their deceaſed Brother. Whilſt 
the Affairs of the Nation were left 
to their Management, they con- 
tinued in a proſperous State: But 
after ſome. Years, the Duke of 
Bedford being dead, Diviſions in 
the Council aroſe, and the Duke 
of Glouceſter found all his Plans 

B 2 circum- 
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circumvented by the Cardinal of 
Wincheſter. This haughty Prelate 
was more calculated for the Cabi- 
net than for the Church : A De- 
ſcendant of the Houle of Lancaſ- 
ter, and nearly related to the 
King, he could not bear to find 
in the Duke a Superior, but 
aſpired to the ProteQtorſhip during 
the King's Minority. From hence 
aroſe continual Diſputes, which 
in the End proved fatal to. bs 
Kingdom. 


4 


As the young Prince grew up, 
he gave Proofs of inheriting ſome 
of his Father's good Qualifications, 
ſuch as his Love of Juſtice, Tem- 
perance and Piety ; but thoſe that 


more particularly conſtitute tha 
Warrior 
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Warrior and the King he was 


entirely deſtitute of. Endowed 
with Honour, Virtue, and Religion, 
he wiſhed always to promote the 
Welfare of his Subjects; but dif- 


fident of himſelf, he choſe rather 
to follow the Advice of others. 


This Eaſineſs of Diſpoſition made 


him a Dupe to evil Counſellors, 
and often drew him in to give a 


Sanction to their ſelfiſh Schemes. 
With the beſt Intentions he was 
ever involved in Troubles; and 
having firſt loſt the Kingdom his 
-God-like Sire had won for him, 
'he ſuffered that Crown which de- 


volved to him by Inheritance, to 


be ſnatched from his Head. Henry 
thus lived an Inſtance, that though 


Prudence, Good Nature, Tempe- 
B 3 rance 
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rance, and Piety may be the only 
Virtues neceflary in private and 
domeſtick Life, yet Penetration, 
Juſtice, Valour, and Reſolution 
muſt be added to compleat the 
regal Character. 


— . 


11 Amonc the Nobles that ſur- 
rounded Henry's Throne, was 


'S Richard Neville, a younger Son 
| | of Ralph Earl of Weſtmoreland. 
1 He had acquired the Title of Earl 


of Saliſbury, by marrying the only 
Daughter and Heireſs of Thomas 
Montague, who having command- 
ed the Engliſh Army with great 
Reputation in France, was flain 
during the famous Siege of Or- 
leans. The Earl being deſcended 


by the Female Line from Henry 
the 
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the Second, the Blood oF the Plan- 
tagenets ran in his Veins; which 
added to his Bravery, his Prudence, 
and native Dignity rendered him 
worthy ſo rich and noble a Lady. 
His high Birth, immenſe Eſtate, 
and great Qualifications gave him 
not more Conſequence, than his 
numerous deſerving Offspring. 
His four Sons had their Deſerts 
rewarded by the higheſt Honours 
the King could beſtow upon them. 


Richard the eldeſt (who, as his 


Father had done by thoſe of Saliſ- 
bury, enjoyed the Honours and 
Eſtates of the Houſe of Warwick, 
with the ſole Heireſs) rendered 
himſelf famous by his Bravery and 
military Skill, and acquired the 
Title of the Great Earl of War- 

B 4 wick, 
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wick. His ſecond Son, created 
for his Merit Marquis of Mon- 
tague, often fignalized himſelf 
in the Service of the Houle 
of York. Thomas the Third 
was ſlain at the Battle of Wake- 
field, bravely fighting in the fame 
Cauſe: And George the Youngeſt 
being bred to the Church, at- 
tained the higheſt Dignities in it, 
the Archbiſhoprick of York, and 
Chancellorſhip of England. 


Lady Anne, the ſingular Inci- 
cidents of whoſe Life I ſhall 
endeavour to relate, was the eld« 
eſt of five Daughters, who were 
all married equal to their Birth 
and Expectations.—1 ſhall paſs 
over in Silence the early Part of 

Dy 
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my Heroine's Life, and ſuppoſe 
it. ſpent in the Acquiſition of 
every noble and polite Qualifi- 
cation befitting her Rank. To 
a Face that might have vied with 
Hebe's, or the more ripened 
Beauties of the Queen of Love; 
— a Perſon elegantly formed — 
and every Endowment which 
Nature, when moft profuſe, could 
give — were added an exquiſite 
Senſibility. Charms fo: alluring, 
joined to a ſuſceptible Heart, led 
ber into Situations that may not 
be ſtrictly warrantable ; few un- 
der ſuch Circumſtances can com- 
bat with Succeſs the Power of 
Love, that ſympathetic generous 
Paſhon which few Hearts can 

B 5 | | feel, 
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feel, and which it is not in the 
Power of Language to expreſs. 


Tux earlieſt Accounts I can 
find of her Life mention, that 
ſhe was married at the Age of 
Fifteen, to a Gentleman of the 
Name of Neville; a Branch of 
the Weſtmoreland Family ; and 
conſequently nearly related to 
her. This being altogether a 
prudential Match, it could not 
be expected to be a happy one. 
Lady Anne found the Affection of 
her Huſband fo tinctured with 
Jealouſy, that it rendered her 
Life inſupportable. Senſible of 
her Attractions, and doubting not 
but if he expoſed her to the Gal- 
lantries of a Court, ſhe would 
8 | engage 
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engage univerſal] Admiration, he 
hurried her to his Caſtle in the 
North, and ſecreted her from the 
Eyes of the World; guarding 
his golden Fruit with all the 
Watchfulneſs of a Dragon. His 
Tyranny made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on her Mind, that her Health 
viſibly declined; and the conti- 
nual Anxiety ſhe hourly expe- 
rienced from his jealous Fears, 
would have brought her to the 
Grave, had not the Earl, her 
Father, during a Viſit he paid 
her, perceived the Alteration. 
Her faded Beauty, and the Want 
of Brilliancy in thoſe Eyes that 
uſed to enliven every Beholder, 
could not eſcape the Notice of a 
fond Parent: Some Obſeryations 

B 6 he 
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he made, partly betrayed the 
Secret, and by Degrees he pre- 
vailed on Lady Anne to acknow- 


ledge the Juſtice of his Suſpicions. 


Reſentment at this ungenerous 
Treatment of his Daughter made 
him ſearch for Means to bring 
about a Seperation. Their near 


Degree of Conſanguinity, which 


had not been properly guarded 
againſt by a Diſpenſation from 
the Church, furniſhed him with 
a Pretext which he improved, 
and on which he regularly pro- 
cured a Divorce. It was now 
that her Huſband became ſenſible 
of her Value, and the Abuſe of 
his Power: Her Loſs fo affected 
him that he fell a Sacrifice to his 
Vexation, and atoned for the 
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many ſad Hours he had cauſed 
her to pals, by a lingering and 


untimely Death. 


Ir cannot be ſuppoſed that Lady 
Anne, young as ſhe was, felt any 


| Regret at being diſunited from a 


Man that had buried her Charms 
in a Solitude, and debarred her 
from thoſe Pleaſures her Age and 
Station demanded, Releaſed from 
her Confinement, her Health was 
ſoon recovered, and her Bloom 
reſtored. To make amends for 
the Loſs of ſo much Time, 
thus imbittered by Jealouſy, ſhe 
launched into the gay World, 
and appeared at Court with all 
the Luſtce of Youth and Beauty, 


ak 
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at liberty to form a- new Con- 
nection. 


YounoG Henry had at this 
Time attained his eigh teenth Year; 
a youthful Monarch's Court could 
not be without Splendour. The 
Wars in France had produced a 
Race of Heroes. The glorious 
Deeds of Edward the Black 
Prince, and their late invincible 
Henry, had raiſed ſo great a Spi- 
rit of Emulation amongſt the 
Engliſh Nobles, that no Age can 
produce Examples of greater He- 
roiſm. Bravery and Gallantry 
ever go Hand in Hand; the War- 
riorsalways found Leiſure to ſingle 
out ſome beauteous Fair, by whom 
inſpired they braved Death and 

every 
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every Danger; and to whom 
they dedicated the Glory they 
had won. , The frequent Tour- 
naments which were then held, 
gave them Opportunities of mak- 
ing this Attachment known to the 
Goddeſſes they adored, who did 
not bluſh to ſhew their Acceptance 
of the favoured Knights, by re- 
warding their Services with ſome 

public Token of regard. 


Tut Duke of Glouceſter till 
gallant, and having lately loſt his 
Wife, could not withſtand the 
Force of Lady Anne's Charms ; 
though the Warmth of his 
Youth was abated, he found him- 
ſelf ſuſceptible of Emotions that 
muſt have been excited even in 


the 
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the Breaſt of frozen Age. The 
Diſſentions between the Duke 
and the Cardinal were now at 
their Height ; but he ſtill retained 
a great Deal of Power, and was 
univerfally reſpected. He was a 
Prince equally qualified for the 
Field or the Council; and graced 
dy every noble Endowment *, ſet 
51 | off 


| * The following Inſtance of the Duke 
1 of Glouceſter's Penctration, is thought wor- 
ö thy of Record by Sir Thomas More; and 
| in thoſe unlearned Ages, when the Military 

g Aequirements:engroſſed the whole Study of 
| the Nobility, it was eſtcemed an extraordinary 
Proof of the Qulckneſs of his Wit, and the 
Freedom of his Mind from Credulity or 
Superſtition. - Whilſt he attended the King 

his Nephew on a Pilgrimage to St, Alban's, 

(for frequent Pilgrimages were reckoned an 

5 eſſential Part of Religion by that pious 
Prince) a Beggar pretended that he had ſud- 
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off by an extenſive Knowledge of 


* Sciences 3 had he been more 
L eil nig ann 


— 


40 obtaĩned bie Sight by . the 
Shrine of St. Alban, notwithſtanding he hag 
been born blind. This Miracle was ſoon 
no1ſed abroad, abd' reached the Ears of the 
King: Henry, naturally credulgus, ordered 
the Man to be brought before bim. that he 
might receive a Confirmation of it from bis 
own Lips. The Dake of Glonuceſter, whofe 
Sentiments were more liberal, and whoſe 
Reaſon was more uncluuded, preſently ſuf 
pected ſomę Fallacy: To be convinced of it, 

he aſked the Beggar if he pc! been really 
blind from his Birth? The Man afured him 
that he had been always ſo, and that now 
through rhe Goodneſs of God and St. Alban 
he could perfectly ſee. Tell me, then,” 
ſaid the Duke, © what is the Cofour of my 
% Gown.” He readily anſwered, © that it 
* was Scartet;” and in the fame Manner 
diſtinguiſhed the Colour of the Drefles be- 
longing to the whole Company. © Impoſtor,” 

ſaid the Duke, “ if thou hadſt in Truth been 


"Were M— *Y 
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Maſter of his Paſſions, or leſs 
ambitious and haughty, he would 
not have given his Enemies ſo 
much Advantage over him. — 
Tho' Decency obliged the Duke 
to ſuſpend the Completion of his 
Deſigns till the cuſtomary Time 
of Mourning was expired, yet 
ſuch was his Impatience, that it 
did not prevent his acquainting 

| the 


4% born blind, and thy Sight only beſtowed 
„% on thee by Heaven a few Hours ago, as 
« thou haſt affirmed, how is it poſſible thou 
4% ſhouldſt be able in ſo ſhort a Time to know 
„ the Difference of Colours, and to de- 


„ nominate with ſuch Exactneſs the va- 


% rious Tinctures of our Veſts?” Then, in- 
ſtead of giving him a Reward, which as the 
Favourite of St. Alban he expected to re- 
ceive, the Duke ordered him to be ſent to 
the Houſe of Correction. 
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| the Earl of Saliſbury with the 


Inclination he had for his Daugh- 
ter. The Uncle of the King, 
and Ruler of the Nation, could 
not ſue in vain. His great and 
acknowledged Merit, and his ex- 


tenſive Power, procured him the 
Conſent of the Earl, and the Ap- 


probation of all his Friends. It 
was however thought prudent to 


keep this Determination a Secret 


even from Lady Ann herſelf, till 


it could be publickly avowed ; 
which the recent Death of the 
Ducheſs rendered at preſent im- 
proper. However, the Duke fre- 
quently viſited her with a View to 
his Marriage, and every Hour 
found new Reaſons to confirm 
his Intentions, Miſtreſs there- 
fore 


— 
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fore of her Heart, and a Stranger 
to the Views of the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, ſhe deſerved not Reproach 
if ſhe received him only as a 
Friend of her Family, and ſaw 
not in him the intended Huſ- 
band. Before he was at Liberty 
to make a Declaration of his Love, 
Ber Affections were unhappily en- 
gaged; unhappily, I ſay, as they 
were fixed on a Man who had it 
not in his Power to make her an 
dee Return, | | | 


} 


eee 8 ihe Dole 
of gometſet, (and whom, as the 
Title ſoon aſter devolved to him 
by the Death of his Brother, I 
'ſhall in future ſtile the Duke) at 
"ye Time one of the principal 


Ornaments 
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Ornaments of Henry's Court, 
engroſſed her whole Heart. His 
Age rather exceeded hers; but he 


was in the Prime of Life, not- 


withſtanding he had been married. 
ſeveral Years. Witty, engaging 
in Converſation, his Perſon un- 
exceptionable, and not inferior in 
Point of Magnificence and Gal- 
lantry to any Nobleman of the 
Times; how cauld the Suſcepti- 
bility, of Lady Ange withitand, 
ſuch Attractions. At her Reſto 
ration to the World and Pleaſure, 
the Duke had danced with her 
on the King's Birth-day; and was 
lo captivated. by her Beauty, 
that forgetting the Ties which 
bound him to another, he ſur- 


rendered up his Hcart to her. 


Lady 


2 


* — —— — 


„ 


mY * OS * 
© wc ” a * AO Indy + * 3 


— ——— — 5 —— e N 
— - 


22 The HISTORY of 


Lady Anne in Return beheld.the 
Duke with no unfavourable Eye; 
and as the Reſtraint ſhe had 
fo lately been freed from, gave 
her a greater Reliſh for Liberty ; 
ſhe received his Vows without 
Regret, not conſidering the Im- 
poſſibility of his performing them 


with Honour. 


Tuovon the Word Sympathy 
appears myſterious to many, the 
Offspring only of the Poet's 
Brain, yet Experience every Day 
convinces us, that there is a cer- 


tain Attachment we feel at firſt 


Sight, and though we can ſcarcely 
account for the Impulſe, find our- 
ſelves obliged to obey its Power. 
This Atfection is viſibly diſtin- 

guiſhed 


Nn A. ve 


— 1 „. 


l T ( 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE 23 


guiſhed from every other Kind of 
inclination; for though Lady 
Anne was ſurrounded by a great 
Number of accompliſhed Cava- 


Hers, who took all imaginable 


Pains to touch her Heart; ſome of 
whom ſhe eſteemed ; and pleaſed 
with their Addreſſes, would not 
perhaps bave diſliked an Union 


with them, yet none could inſpire 


her with that inexplicable Senti- 
ment, but Edmund ; who kindled 
in her Boſom, even at firſt Sight, 
a Senſation entirely new; and 


which by its magick Influence ſo 
| wholly overpowered her Reaſon, 


that ſhe became capable of {acri- 
ficing her Reputation and every 
Punctilio to it. 


THE 


_—_— 


* 3 — 


$ 


24 The HISTORY of 


An Opportunity which the 
Lovers wiſhed for, they ſoon acci- 
—_ found in thoſe beautiful- 
Gardens belonging to the Palace at 
Sheen, that he on the verdantBanks 
of the Thames. There, as Lady 
Anne was the next Day walking, 
loſt in the Contemplation of what 
had paſſed the preceding Evening, 
and her Thoughts totally en- 
groſſed by Love, ſhe left the 
Company that came with her, 
and careleſsly wandered into an 
artificial Wilderneſs; making her 
Way through Thickets of Roſes, 
Jeſſamines and Honeyſuckles, fo 
artfully interwoven, that they al- 
moſt obſtructed her Paſſage. In 
this delightful Retirement which 
ſeemed dedicated to the Cyprian 


Queen, 
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Queen, the firſt Object that re- 
called her Attention, was'the Per- 
ſon whoſe dear Idea employed her 
Contemplations. The Duke had 
choſen the ſame Spot to indulge 
his Melancholy; and was then 
lying on the Bank of a ſmall Rivu- 
let that meandered through the 
Graſs. Here for ſome Hours had 
he been recollecting every be- 
witching Look, every graceful 
Motion, and every melodious 
Word that had captivated his 
Heart ; at the ſame Time lament- 
ing the Cruelty of his Fate, that 
had placed ſuch Bars betwixt him 
and Happineſs. Thus loſt in 
Thought, he ſcarcely turned his 
Eyes to ſee who approached ; but 
what were his Raptures when he 


VOL I. & beheld 


26 The HISTORY of 


beheld the lovely Lady Anne be- 
fore him. He inſtantly emerged 
from thoſe pleaſing Reveries, in 
which the Idea of bis beauteous 
Miſtreſs had held him as it were 
buried in a ſweet Oblivion, and 1 
throwing himſelf at her Feet, in 
that pathetic Diſorder of Spirits 
which conſtitutes the true Elo- 
quence of Love, breathed forth 
his Sighs. The ſparkling Fire 
that glowed in his Eyes commu- 
nicated itſelf to her Breaſt; and ſhe 
now for the firſt Time, felt the 
Power of Love. The ſolitude of - 
the place, the vernal Breeze, the 
Fragrance of the Flowers, all con- 
ſpired to aid her Lover's Views, 
and like Dido and Encas on a ſinmi- 
lar accidental meeting, ſhe too 

| ſoon 
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ſoon forgot the Ties of Honour, 
and all the Glories of her Birth. 
From this Time they attended only 
to the Dictates of Love; a happy 
Enthufiaſm took Poſſeſſion of their 
Souls, and ſeemed utterly to efface 
every former Idea. The only Re- 
ſtraint they impoſed on themſelves 
was, to conceal their Tendernefs 
from all the World, 


 Ta1s Correſpondence was ſuc- 
ceſsfully carried on, till the Time 
expired, when the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter was at Liberty to ſpeak to 
her of Marriage. The Commands 
of the Earl her Father, obliged 
her to liſten to the Duke with 
Complacence, and to receive his 
Propoſals with Reſpect; but the 
© 2 Moment 
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Moment ſhe was releaſed from 
his Solicitations, ſhe flew to her 
Lover, and on his Boſom eaſed in 
ſome Degree her labouring Heart, 


of the Apprehenſions this unex- i 


peed Courtſhip had occaſioned, 


How ſhall I paint the Terrors 


they experienced from this alarm- 
ing Incident. The Fear of a Sepe- 
ration, whilſt yet their Love was 
in its Zenith, gave them unſpeak- 
able Torture; but when after a 
long Conſultation, Paſſion began 
to give way to Reaſon, and they 


were able to liſten to the Dictates 
of Prudence, they mutually ac- 
knowledged, that it was not fit a 
Daughter of the Earl of Saliſbury 
ſhould live unmarried, and grow 
old 
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om old without an Eſtabliſhment. This 


being allowed, they brought them- 
ſelves by degrees to own, that the 
irt, Duke's offers ſhould be accepted, 
X as they could not have fixed on 
d, any Perſon more proper to anſwer 
every Wiſh. His exalted Station 
ors would Taiſe Lady Anne to a Rank 
m above her higheſt Expectations, 
and give her a Precedence before 
the reſt of the Nobility, as Wife 
Jof the preſumptive Heir to the 
ra Throne. To this another Argu- 
gan ment might be added, and which 
hey they felt the full Force of; that 
ites 7 the Duke was not of an Age to 
ac- give any uneaſineſs to a Lover. 
it a 
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Lady Anne, he ſuffered her to 
treat him with Coldneſs and Indif- 
ference; but when he had avowed | 
his Deſigns, and entered on a regu- | 
lar Courtſhip, he could not behold 
with Unconcern, her Coyneſs, and 4 
conſtant Deſire of ſhunning han : 
He frequently went to her Apart- L 
ments, but could never gain a ſatis- 
factory Account how ſhe paſſed her 
Time. He often traced her to 
thoſe Places where it was probable 
the might be, but could never find 
her there. This raiſed derem 3 
in his Mind, which were ſoon con- We 
firmed by the Emiſſaries he TY 4 
ointed to watch her. J 
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his Addreſfles, convinced him there 


was a favoured Rival that obſtruc- 


ed his Views. Jealouſy and Re- 


venge took immediate Poſſeſſion 
of his Breaſt, and he determined 
to ſacrifice him to his injured 
Love, when © diſcovered. The 
Orders he gave thoſe whom his 
great Power had made ſubſervient 
to him, were ſo poſitive, that 
nothing but the Precautions So- 
merſet always took to conceal 
their Interviews, could have ſe- 
cured him from Detection. 


NoTwITHSTANDING theſe Diſ- 
quietudes, the Duke of Glouceſter 
felt the Power of Lady Anne's 


N Charms, and could not be happy 


without making her his own: He 
C 4 reſolved 
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reſolved therefore to gratify the De- 
fires of his Heart, not doubting but 
that the Ties of Marriage would ſe- 
cure to him the Poſſeflion of the 
Lady's Perſon, and that his Au- 
thority would at leaſt keep her 
within the Bounds which he had 
a Right to preſcribe. 


* _ $4, 4g 554d . P * 
r =, outs, 5 a ea v < n 
3 7 ITE: > Wee ONTO : 
1 r 8 
: : I EI Sr STE, n 
D PW RET LIES ; 
wot DINE | * 


O the Eve of the Day appoint- 
ed for the Celebration of the Nup- 
tials, the two Lovers agreed on 

an Interview: to give every Ad- 
dition to a Meeting that muſt diſ- 
ſolve their Souls into a mournful 
Tenderneſs, they fixed it at the 
Place where they had firſt indulg- # 

ed their mutual Wiſhes. The 
nearer the fatal Hour approached, 1 

in whieh Edmund was to give up 

; to 
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to the Poſſeſſion of another, the 
Perſon he loved with ſo much 
Fervour, the more he felt the 


Force of hisLove, and the Wounds 
given to his Delicacy ; their Part- 


ing therefore was deferred till the 
laſt Moment, and with the utmoſt 


KReluctance they tore themſelves 
even then, from each others Arms. 


Somerſet had prudently concealed 
hisPerſon under a Diſguiſe, or pro- 
bably that Hour had been his 
laſt; for the Duke of Glouceſter 
being informed that Lady Anne 
was gone from Home, had order- 
cd her Steps to be traced. His 
Emiſſaries returned in the After- 
noon with Information, that ſhe 
had been obſerved in the Gardens 
of Shecn, and a Perſon with her, 

8 who 


<3. Do 
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who from ſome Circumſtances ap- 
peared to be a Lover. Enraged 
to the higheſt Degree, he imme- 
diately ordered his Horſe, and ſet 
out for the Place, attended by a 
Number of faithful Servants, de- 
termined to facrifice both with 
his own Hand. 


By the Time he arrived at Sheen 
it was dark; when he was infor- 
med that the Lovers had returned 
to London in one of the Boats 
that regularly went from thence 
every Tide. With a Fury heigh- 
tened by Diſappointment, and 
with redoubled Speed, he haſtened 
back, in Hopes of ſurprizing them 
as they came out of the Boat, hav- 


ng 
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ing previouſly enquired the Stairs at 
which it generally landed. 


PART of this Information only 
was true, for Lady Anne alone, 
had gone into the Boat ; Somer- 
ſet who had a Horſe in readineſs, 

fter having ſeen his lovely Miſ- 
tdeſs embark, ſet out to give Di- 
rections to a faithful Servant who 
was his Confidant in this Intrigue, 
to meet her at a Diſtance ſrom the 
River, and to conduct her Home. 
But in this he was anticipated by 
the Duke of Glouceſter, who ar- 


rived at the Wharf long before 


the Boat. As ſoon as he was in- 
formed that it was near Land, he 
ruſhed like a Tyger to the Shore, 


not doubting but that the Prey he 
C raited 


: 
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waited for, was juſt within his 
Reach. The extreme Darkneſs of 
the Night prevented his diſtin- 
guiſhing thoſe whoſe Blood he 
thirſted for, from four or five 
other ons who were alſo in 
the Boat. This new Obftacle 
augmented if poſſible his Rage, 
and made him form an inſtant Re- 
ſolution, which one would ima- 
gine could only be generated in a 
{ſavage Breaſt : Whereas the Duke 
in other Inſtances, had never 
ſhewn himſelf of a ſanguinary 8 
Diſpoſition, nor could his Enemies 
charge him with any Acts of Vio- 
lence. But to what Exceſs of 
Cruelty will not thoſe dangerous 
Paſſiong Jealouſy and Revenge, 
ſometimes 


\ 
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ſometimes ſuddenly carry a Heart 
inflamed by them. 


As the Darkneſs of the Night 
would not permit him to ſeparate 
thoſe that had offended him, from 
the innocent Paſſengers, ' he re- 
ſolved they ſhould all ſhare the 
ſame Fate, rather than that the 
Victims of his Reſentment ſhould 
eſcape. He had no ſooner formed 
this Plan, than he gave his Orders 
to the Dependants that ſurrounded 
him, (who in thoſe Dyys of Vaſ- 
ſalage were always ready blindly 
to obey the Commands of their 
Lord,) and leaped into the Boat. 
The firſt Object that he was able 
to diſtinguiſh, being a Woman 
who appeared dreſſed genteely 

enough 
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enough to perſuade him it was La- 
dy Anne, he plunged his Poniard 
into her Breaſt, and at the ſame 


Time uttered ſomeReproaches that | 


alarmed the Perſon for whom the 
Blow was intended. The Voice 


of the Duke of Glouceſter, which J 
ſhe knew in a Moment, and the b 
dreadful Confuſion cauſed by his 
Attendants, in ruſhing on the 


Watermen, and the affrighted 


Paſſengers, explained -to her at | 
once her Situation. Notwithſtand- 4 
ing the violent Perturbation of her | A 
Mind, Lady Anne retained ſo 3 


much Reflection as to convince | 


her, that it was better to truſt } 
herſelf to the Care of the River 3 
Deities, than await a certain 
Death: Therefore before the Aſſaſ- 
ſins Ml 


| 
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fins could clear their Way to her 
as ſhe ſat in the further Part of 
the Boat, ſhe threw herſelf unper- 
ceived into the Water, and was 
carried away by the Stream. The 
Duke and his Servants in the- 
mean Time finiſhed their cruel 
Work ; which their Numbers, and 
the Surprize of the unhappy Vic- 
tims ariſing from ſo ſudden an At- 
tack, ſoon enabled them to do. 
Then having ſunk the Boat, and 
prevented the mangled Bodies 
from floating by faſtening Stones 
to them, he thought himſelf ſure 
of eſcaping DeteCtion, and return- 
ed to his Houſe ſatiated with Re- 
venge. Such a Tranſaction could 
not paſs unnoticed in our Days, 
by the Crouds, that from the In- 


creaſe: 
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creaſe of Commerce, frequent the 
Sides of the Thames But when 
we conſider the amazing Power of 
the Nobles of that Age, the little 
Eſtimation they held the Lives of 


the lower Orders of Mankind in 
when placed in competition with 


their deſigns, and when we alſo 
conſider that the City of Lon- 
don was infinitely leſs extenſive 
and populous than it is at preſent 
the Appearance of Improbability 
will vaniſh ; and whilſt we credit 
the Relation; we ſhall\be led to 
rejoice that we are born In hap- 
pier Times. 


THe Duke of Glouceſter being 
the ſecond Perſon. in the King- 
dom, and the firſt of theſe potent 

Noblcs, 
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Nobles, had nothing to fear ſhould 


Detection enſue, either from his 
Enemies, or the Laws. 


He could not conceal from the 


Earl of Saliſbury, the Cataſtrophe 
of = Daughter, or thoſe con- 
vincing Proofs of a ſhameful Paſ- 
ſion. that had urged him to fo 
haſty and compleat a Revenge. 
The Earl felt for the Honour of 
his Family, and acquieſced in the 
Means that had been ufed to ex- 
punge the Diſgrace ; agrecing at 
the ſame Time that her Death 
ſhould be attributed to ſome na- 
tural Cauſe. 


Bur how ſhall I deſcribe the 
Anxiety of Somerſet ; His Servant 
being 


42 The HISTORY of 


being returned from the Street 
adjoining to the River, where he 


had waited much beyond the ne- 
cellary Time without meeting 


Lady Anne, he ſet out in Search 3 
of her himſelf; but all his En- 
quiries were ineffectual. After 2 
ſleepleſs Night, they were re- 
newed in the Morning, as far as 
Prudence, and the Secreſy re- 


quired, would allow; but with no 
greater Succeſs. When the Re- 
port of her Death reached him, 


he could not give that Credit to it 


which the Reſt of the World did. 
The Improbability of a Boat and 
ſo many Perſons being loſt in a 
River without any Remains, con- 
vinced him there was ſome Trea- 
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chery in the Caſe. The more he 
reflected on the Circumſtances,. 
conſidered the Time of his Miſ- 
treſs's Diſappearance, with the 
Poſlibility of. their Amour being 
diſcovered by a watchful and pow- 


crful Rival, the more he was ſa- 


tisfied that ſome horrid and pri- 
vate Steps had been taken to put 
an End to their Happineſs. 


From that Moment he har- 
boured in his Breaſt an implacable 


Hatred againſt the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter ; and without divulging the 
Cauſe, he ranked himſelf amongſt 
his Enemies. This kept him 
from ſinking under his Grief ; but 


he was ſo far overcome by it, 
that 
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that quitting the Pleaſures of the Il \ 
Court, and the Clangor of Arms, 1 
in which he had always delighted, 
he retired into the Country to in- 
dulge his Mclancholy, and to live 
on the Recolleftion of his paſt 
Happineſs, But even this was 
in ſome Meaſure denied him, as 
his Connections obliged him to 
diſguiſc the Feelings of his Heart, 
and to ſuppreſs his Sighs. Thus 
ſecluded from the World, he lived 
for ſome Years an Example, that 
neither Time nor Abſence can 
ever totally eradicate—a true and 


ſympathetic Love, 
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IN LADY Anne having thrown 
herſelf into the River, found her- 
ſelf 
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ſelf ſupported by her * Farding- 
dingale (which conſtituted Part 
of 


The Dreſs of the Ladies of that Age, 
would appear prepoſterous to thoſe of our 
C-ntury ; at leaſt, without Partiality or Pre- 
judice, they may pronounce them cumber- 
ſome and unweildy, as a Fardingale conſtituted 
a Part of it. The following Deſcription of 
an uncommon one, uſed by the Men, is 
handed down to us, and thus recorded in Mr. 
Walpole's Noble Authors: —“ In thoſe Days 
eit rot only required great bodily Strength 
„ to ſupport the Weight of their Armour; 
„ their very Luxury of Apparel for the 
„ Drawing-room was equally burthenſome. 
„In the Reign of Henry the Seventh, at 
« the Marriage of Prince Arthur, a Noble- 
© man appeared in a Gown of Purple Velvet, 
„ adorned with Pieces of Gold, ſo thick and 
© maſſive, that, excluſive of the Silk and 
« Furs, it was valued at a Thouſand Pounds. 
„About his Neck he wore a Collar of ſolid 
„Silver, weighing Eight Hundred Pounds 
in Nobles.“ 
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of the female Apparel of that Age) 


and carried down the Stream. 
Whilſt thus ſhe floated, expecting 
every Moment to be ſwallowed up 
by the Vortex at the Bridge; the 
Captain of a Norman Veſſel, who 
fortunately happened at that Time 
to be coming down the River in his 
Boat, diſcovered and ſnatched her 
from the horrid Gulph. Having 
conveyed her on board his Ship, 
which lay at a little Diſtance, he 
gave her every neceſſary Aſſiſt- 
ance, and ſoon money her to 
her Senſes, which ſuch a Suc- 
ceſſion of Dangers had deprived 
her of. Her Dreſs and Mien con- 
vinced the Captain that the Per- 
ſon he had ſuccoured was of an 
elevated Rank; this made him 

redouble 


PM 
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redouble his Affiduitics, and offer 
her every Aid in his Power. With 
her Reaſon ſhe recovered ſo much 


up Preſence of Mind, as to let no- 
be thing eſcape her that might make 
ho known her Birth and Adventure. 
nc A Moment's Reflection convinced 
us her, that if the returned Home, 
er WH the had every Thing to fear from 
the Duke of Glouceſter's Reſent- 
P» ment, and her Father's conſequent” 
Ne Anger. Prudence therefore tri- 
5 umphed over Love; and not- 


withſtanding the Pangs ſhe was 
certain would attend a Separation 
from her Edmund, yet, prompted 
by her Anxiety for him, as well 
as by her own Fears, ſhe deter- 
mined to accept of the Captain's 
oitered Aſſiſtance, and leave the 

Kingdom. 


— 
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Kingdom. Heluckily was to fail 
the next Morning, which favoured 
her Scheme, and removed every 
Apprehenſion of Diſcovery. 


As ſhe ſaw the Britiſh Shore 
leſſen to her View, and the Diſ- 
tance from her Lover increaſe, her 
Tortures alſo increaſed : Showers 
of Tears inceſſantly watered her 
Cheeks, and with all the Tender- 
neſs natural to a Mind ſuſceptible 
as hers was, ſhe lamented their 
unfortunate Loves. But at length 
calling Reaſon to her Aid, ſhe fo 


far ſuppreſſed her Grief, as to con- 
ſider of the Steps neceſſary to be 


purſued, when ſhe could reach 
the Coaſt of France. 


LADY 
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Lavy Anne recolle&ed that 
Margaret of Scotland had been 
ſometime married to Lewis the 
Dauphin. This Princeſs was the 
Daughter of James the Firſt, who 
was murdered in his Bed through 
the Villainy of the Earl of Athol 
his Uncle. He had married Joan, 
Siſter of a late Duke of Somerſet, 
and by that Alliance was diſtantly 
related to the Saliſbury Family. 
Lady Anne had alſo during her 
Reſidence in Weſtmoreland, ſeen 
that Princeſs on a Tour ſhe made 
to the Borders of England. | 
Theſe Conſiderations determined 4 
her to haſten to the French Court, 
and throw herſelt under Margaret's 
Protection. | 3 5 


— 
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AFTER having rewarded the 
Captain with a Ring of ſome 
Value, which ſhehappened to have 
with her, the fair Exile proceeded 
on her Journey ; but was often re- 
tarded by the Precautions neceſ- 
ſary to prevent being diſcovered 
by the Engliſh Troops, who yet 
had Poſſeſſion of that Part of 
France where ſhe landed. 


Lavy Anne met with a favour- 
able Reception from the Dauphi- 
neſs ; and having communicated 
the whole of her Story, omitting 
only what related to the Duke 
of Somerſet, was received into 
her Train under a feigned Name, 
and her Secret ſo inviolably kept, 
that the Deception remained 
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he 
me 
ave 
ded 
re- 
eſ- 
red 


yet 
of 


ur- 
hi- 
ited 
ing 
uke 
into 
me, 


ept, 


ned 


dil- 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE: 51 


undiſcovered during her Stay. 
Here ſhe might have lived in Tran- 
quility, as the Dauphineſs ſtrove, 
by every Act of Kindneſs, and 
Friendſhip, to make her Situation 
agreeable, had not the Wound 
that rankled in her Heart, pre- 
vented it ; and the Remembrance 
of her abſent Edmund baniſhed 
Peace from her Breaſt. 


THERE is no Doubt, but that 
her Charms and Merit attracted 
the Adoration of many of the 
gallant Knights that compoſed the 
young Dauphin's Court ; but ſhe 
remained inſenſible to all their 
Gallantries, and ſaw many a Lance 
ſhivered in Defence of her Beauty, 

D2 without 
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without repaying the Service with 
Her Heart. 


SHE had now enjoyed the Pro- 
tection of the Dauphineſs four 
Years, when Death robbed her 
of her Benefactreſs ; this excel- 
lent Princeſs. being carried off by 
a ſudden Ilineſs in the Flower of 
her Age. All France lamented 
her Loſs; but thoſe who had been 
about her Perſon, and were Wit- 
neſſes to the Goodneſs of her 
Heart, the Sweetneſs of her Tem- 
per, and the Amiableneſs of het 
Conduct, ſet no Bounds to their 
Grief. 


LAPDV Anne Neville, or rather 
Miſs Saunders — was the 
Name 


-— 
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Name ſhe afſumed) whoſe Heart 
was faſhioned by Nature to enjoy 
in the higheſt Degree the Delica- 
cies of Love, and it's Siſter Paſ- 


fon Friendſhip, felt in the ſevere- 
eſt Manner the untimely Stroke. 


In vain was every Conſolation and 
Aſſiſtance offered her by the No- 
bility, who had obſerved the Re- 
gard of the Dauphineſs for her; 
ſhe remained inconſolable, till on a 


ſudden the diſappeared, and left 


the whole Court full of Concern 
and Amazement. 


MarGARET of Anjou, lately 
married by Proxy to the King of 
England, was then on her Jour- 
ney to that Kingdom. Lady 
Anne thought this a favourable 


„ K 
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Opportunity of returning to her 
native Country, and under the 
Queen's Protection, to ſhelter her- 
ſelf from the Diſpleaſure both of 
the Duke of Glouceſter and her 
Father. Accordingly ſhe left 
Challons in the private Manner 
abovementioned, and waiting at 
Abbeville till Margaret's Arrival, 
deſired a private Audience. The 
Queen, prepoſſeſſed by the Ac- 
Sen ſhe received from her At- 


tendants, of the Penſiveneſs that 
ſat on the lovely Face of her 


fair Petitioner, and above all by 
her being an Engliſh Lady, a Na- 
tive of that Country which was 
to be the place of her future Re- 
ſidence, readily gave Orders for 
her Admittance. Their conver- 

ſation 
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er fation, which continued two 
ne Hours, paſſed without Witneſſes. 
ſ- W The Ladies that accompanied 
of Margaret could not penetrate in- 
er to the Subject of it, but were 
ft ſurprized when Orders were given, 
that Miſs Saunders ſhould be ad- 
mitted amongſt thoſe of the great- 
eſt Quality in her Retinue, and 
be treated with the utmoſt Care 
and Reſpect. Even the Earl of 
Suffolk, to whom the Queen was 
principally indebted for the 
Crown ſhe was then going to 
take Poſſeſſion of, and who on 
that Account enjoyed the great- 
eſt ſhare of her Favour and Con- 
fidence, was a Stranger to her 
Reaſons. 
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Tu Truth was, that Margaret, 
a Princeſs of great Penetration, 
a daring Spirit, and; unbounded 
Ambition, wiſhed on her Arrival 
in England, to reſcue the King 
out of the Hands of his Uncle the 
Duke of Glouceſter. Henry 
having been brought up from 
his Infancy under his Inſpection, 
had obeyed him as a Parent, till 
Submiſſion was become habitual. 
But this Submiſſion the Queen 
i was determined to transfer from 
. the Duke to herſelf, taking the 
Government of that Kingdom, 
which ſhe had been informed her 
| Huſband was unable to manage, 
it into her own Hands. Her Pene- 
mY tration in a Moment pointed out 


to her, the great Importance of 
the 


— — 
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the Secrets ſhe had learnt from 


et, 
n, W Lady Anne, and ſhe ſaw the Uſe 
ed ſhe could make of them in the 


Ruin of her Enemy, for {uch the 
already eſteemed the Duke of 
Glouceſter.*He had always oppoſ- 
ed the King's Marriage with her 
for many Reaſons, which ſo 
good a Judge of Mankind, and the 
real Intereſts of his Country, was 

D 5; not 


* Notwithſtanding the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter's Diſapprobation of his Nephew's Mar- 
riage with Margaret of Anjou, yet-when it 
was ſolemnized, he reſolved to pay her all 


ler the Monours due to the Queen of England. 
ge, He accordingly met ber on the Road, ſoon 
Pr after ſhe had landed, with a Tram-ef Five 


Hundred Servauts, all in one Livery, and 
that a very ſumptuous one. BAUDIER, 
—This Account gives us ſome Idea of the 
Maynificence of the Times, 
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not at a Loſs to bring againſt it. 
He urged as Objections, the En- 
gagement the Nation had long been 
under to match their King with a 
Daughter of the Earl of Armag- 
nac. Healſo pointed out the disho- 


nourable, and diſadvantageous 


Conſequences, of giving up the | 
Province of Maine, to Rene Duke 
of Anjou, Margaret's Father : 
Diſhonourable, as inſtead of re- 
ceiving a Dowry with his Queen, 
which every King had a'right to 
expect as it proved that his Al- 
liance was eſteemed worthy and 
deſirable, a valuable Country 
was to be exchanged for a haugh- 
ty and ambitious Woman: Diſ- 
advantageous, as the Territory 


propoſed to be given up, was the 


Barrier 
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Barrier to Normandy, that anci- 
ent Appendage to the Crown of 
England ; which of courſe muſt 
fall into the Hands of the French. 
(For this Conjecture he had too 
good a Foundation, and a few 


us WW Years proved the Truth of it.) 
he 
ke TuzEsE Objections to the King's 


Union with Margaret, the Duke 
often urged in Council, but urged 
in vain. The Power of the Car- 
dinal of Wincheſter, and the 
Earl of Suffolk, who were lately 
become Henry's Favourites, and 
had ſtrictly united to oppoſe the 
Duke of Glouceſter, overpower- 
ed all his Arguments, however 
Juit and unanſwerable. Margaret 
had received Intelligence of this 
; Oppo=- 
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Oppoſition to her; and being na- 
turally overbearing and impatient 
of Controul, had laid the Plan 
for the Ruin of her Enemy, long 
before ſhe reached England. The 
Application of Lady Anne, ap- 
peared to her the luckieſt Inci- 
dent that could have happened; 
as it would give her an Opportu- 
nity of adding a poſitive Proof of 
Murder, to the other Crimes ſhe 
intended laying to his Charge. 
The Duke's Character in general 
was ſo inoffenſive and unblame- 
able, that he had acquired the 
Title of the good Duke of Glou- 
ceſter; there needed therefore 
many well ſupported Accuſation: 
to make an Impreſſion on the 


Minds of the King and the Peo- 
ple, 
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ple, ſo as effectually to work 
his Overthrow . | 


As foon as Margaret had reach- 
ed England, and the Hurry of her 
Marriage and Coronation was 
over; when ſhe had leiſure to 
attend to Buſineſs, and put in 
Execution the great Purpoſes of 
her Soul, ſhe began to take the 
Steps ſhe had premeditated for 


the Removal of the Duke. The 
firſt neceſſary Movement, was 
to ſecure as many of the Nobles 


to her Intereſt as poſſible. The 
Cardinal of Wincheſter and the 


Earl of Suffolk, it has been al- 


ready obſerved, were devoted to 
her Will, as it coincided with 
their Oppoſition to the Miniſter. 
The 


| 
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The Duke of Somerſet, and the 
Earl of Saliſhury, appeared the 
next in Conſideration ; and theſe 
ſhe hoped to make her Friends by 
means of Lady Anne Neville. 
But this required a different Mode 
of Application. She ſaw by the 
Melancholy that hung on the 
Countenance of the Duke, that 
the Wound his Miſtreſs had made 
ſo long ago in his Heart, was not 
yet healed. He was but lately 
returned from the Country, where 
he had continued ever ſince the 
<q Diſappearance of Lady Anne, en- 
deavouring to cure himſelf of an 
unhappy Paſſion, and to attain a 
a philoſophic Apathy. All his 
great Qualifications were neglect- 
ed; his well-known Valour and 

2 Conduct 
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Conduct in War lay buried in a 
Solitude ; and he took no other 
Share in the Buſineſs of the Na- 
tion than what his Rank obliged 
him. | 


SEVERAL intereſting Events 
now called him again to Court, 
but not to Pleaſure. The Royal 
Marriage and Coronation required 
his Preſence in London ; but more 
particularly the Death of his Du- 
cheſs, which happened about this 
Time. A more favourable Op- 


portunity could not offer for Mar- 
garet to put a Scheme in Execu- 


tion, which ſhe knew would unite 
by the firmeſt Bonds two uſeful 
Perſons to her Intereſt : For ſhe 
was ſatisfied that the Diſcovery 
— 
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ſhe was about to make, would be 
as agreeable to Lady Anne as to 
the Duke. The Queen according- 
ly ſent for him one Day into her 
Clolet, and began with lament- 
ing that his Abſence from Court, 
had ſo long deprived her of the 
Pleaſure of rewarding his Services 
to the King, and of ranking him 
amongſt her Friends. She then 
ingenuouſly laid open to him her 
Plan of reſcuing her Huſband 
from the Tyranny of the Duke 
of Glouceſter, and of placing the 
Sceptre in his own Hands, as he 
was now arrived at an Age when 
he no longer needed a Governor 
or Director. She hinted that this 
„Step would enable her, by mak- 
ing a proper Uſe of the King's 
Fondneſs 
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Fondneſs, to heap Favours on 
thoſe who ſhould contribute to 


the Completion of her Deſigns. 


Margaret added, that the Duke's 
Merit and Abilities having 
pointed him out as the principal 
Nobleman ſhe could wiſh to 
gain over to her Party, ſhe had in 
this open and ingenuous Manner 


laid before him her Plan, to 


which ſhe begged his Aid; con- 


cluding, that to convince him 
ſhe had not been unmindful of 
his Happineſs, or neglected any 
Inducement ta make him her 
Friend, ſhe had brought with her 

to England, an Advocate that per- 
haps may have more Weight with 
him, than all the Honours ſhe 


had in her Power to beſtow. | 
THe 
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Tux Duke heard her with Re- 
ſpect and Attention; and already 
prejudiced againſt the Duke of 
Glouceſter, to whoſe Account he 
placed the many Pangs he had 
felt for the Loſs of his Miſtreſs, 
would have willingly joined in 
the intended Vengeance upon him, 
had not that Stoiciſm and Dillike 
of the World, which had taken 
Poſſeſſion of his Mind, induced 
him to return to his Solitude. 
But whilſt he was hefitating whe- 
ther to liſten to the Dictates of 
Reyenge, or Chagrin, a Perſon 
appeared that inſtantly baniſhed 
every Doubt. At a Signal given by 
the Queen, a Door opened, and pre- 
ſented to the View of the aſtoniſhed 
Somerſet, his long-loſt Miſtreſs, 

lovely 
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lovely and kind as ever. The 
electric Spark in an Inſtant com- 
municated itſelf to each Heart, 
and hurried on by the ſame ſecret 
Impulſe, in a Moment they found 
themſelves encircled in each 
other's Arms: Unawedeven by the 
Preſence of Majeſty itſelf, they 
murmured out their Love, and 
ſeemed inſenſible to all around 
them. A thouſand unanſwered 
Queſtions dropped from the 
Tongue of the enraptured Ed- 
mund, who for a while unable 
to credit the Teſtimony of his 
Senſes, believed it the Deluſion 
of his Imagination, or the Ap- 
pearance of ſome heavenly Vi- 
ſitant. 


THOUGH 


ee e 
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THouGH the Queen beheld IM « 
with Pleaſure theſe Proofs of their 
mutual Affection, ſhe now thought 
it Time to put a Stop to their 
Raptures, and reſtore them to 
Reaſon and Buſineſs. She was not 
herſelf inſenſible to Love, yet 
Ambition held the chief Place in 
her Mind; and ſhe reckoned that 
Time waſted, that was not em- 
ployed in the Purſuit of it. 


It was now unneceſſary to re- 
iterate her Arguments; one Glance 
of Lady Anne's Eye pleaded with 
more Eloquence the Cauſe of 
Margaret, than the beſt conceived 
Haranguecould have done. How- 
ever the Lovers were obliged to 
curb their Tranſports, and liſten 


to 
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eld to the Terms the Queen expected 
ſhould be agreed to, before ſhe 
permitted them the Completion 
of their Happineſs. She wiſely 
concluded, that the only Way to 
quicken the Duke's Revenge, and 
to inſure the Fall of her Rival in 
Power, would be to debar him 
from ſecing his Miſtreſs till the 
Deſign was compleated. This 
Preliminary he was forced, though 
reluctantly, to comply with. It 
was then further agreed, that to 
deceive the World, and prevent 
every Suſpicion, the Puke ſhould 
appear to be upon ill Terms with 
the Queen, till he had, with the 
utmoſt Secreſy, ſecured all his 
Friends to her Intereſt. Then he 
was boldly to pull off the Maſk, 
—ſtand 
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—ſtand forth the avowed Oppoſer 
of the Duke of Glouceſter, — 
and lay before the Parliament the 
Complaints of the Nation againſt 
him. | 

? 

Tursz were the Articles of 
their Treaty, and which Somerſet 
ſubſcribed to with the greateſt 
Readineſs, as ſo rich a Reward 
was to await the Performance of 


them. 


Ar this Time Love alone en- 
groſſed all his Thoughts; but 
when he began to taſte the Sweets 
of Government, and thoſe flat- . 
tering Honours which the Smiles 
of Princes diffuſe around them, 
Ambition ſhared his Heart. 
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MARGARET being ſo far ſuc- 
ceſsful, proceeded to the pro- 
poſed Enlargement of her Plan, 
and concerted Meaſures with the 
Duke for bringing over the Earl 
of Saliſbury. She ſaw the Ad- 
vantages that would ariſe from 
procuring ſuch a powerful Sup- 
porter to her Cauſe; but this 
Nobleman was ſo cloſely con- 


nected with the Duke of Glou- 


ceſter, that ſhe almoſt deſpaired 
of being able to detach him from 
his Intereſt. There appeared no 


great Probability of ſucceeding 
with the Earl, through the Me- 


diation of a Daughter whom he 


could ſo readily give up; and 
whoſe Murder he could leave un- 


revenged, But to the ſanguine 
Ex- 


\ 
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Expectations of a Lover nothing 
appears difficult; Somerſet un- 
dertook to reſtore Lady Anne to 
the Favour of her Father, and 


dat the ſame Time endeavour to 


draw him from his preſent Poli- 
tical Connections. The Moment 
his perturbed Spirits would per- 
mit him to connect his Ideas, 
which this unexpected Meeting 
with his Miſtreſs had diſperſed, 
his lately recovered Freedom 
ſtruck his Remembrance; and a 
Reſolution to make that Liberty 
ſubſervient to his Love, followed 
cloſe upon it. He doubted not 
but that the Earl of Saliſbury 
would approve of his honourable 


Intentions, eſpecially when he 
knew that he himſelf had occa- 
ſioned 


2 | 
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ſioned the jealous Suſpicions of 
the Duke of Glouceſter, and ſaw 
his Readineſs to atone for it by 
making Lady Anne Ducheſs of 
Somerſet. Tis true, his Hopes 
were not ill - founded; as his 
Rank was ſo elevated, his Power 
ſo great, and his Merit ſo univer- 
ſally acknowledged, he had the 
greateſt Reaſon to expect his Pro- 
poſals would meet a ready Ac- 
ceptance. But in this he was 
diſappointed ;' for he had to dcal 
with a Man that ſeldom gave up 
his Prepoſſeſſions, or receded from 
the Reſolutions he had taken. 
Intereſt had attached him to the 
Duke of Glouceſter ; to him was 
he indebted for the Promotion of 
his Sons; and nothing but Pro- 
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miſes of higher Advancement for 
himſelf and Family could ſhake 
his apparent Steadineſs: Apparent, 
J ſay, as the Mind that is tainted 
by Ambition, that unſatisfied Paſ- 
ſion, however it may boaſt of its 
Diſintereſtedne(s, and Power to 
withſtand Corruption, will ever 
yield to greater Honours, and 


more lucrative Employments. 


TukskE Offers were imprudent- 
ly neglected, as Somerſet built all 
his Hopes on the Earl's parental 


Affection. He waitcd on him, 


and put an End to that Ceremo- 
ny and Complaiſance, which at 
his Introduction was ſubſtituted 
in the Place of Cordiality, by | 
acquainting him, that he had | 

| reccived 
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| received certain Intelligence of 


ke bis Daughter's being alive, and in 
nt, Health. The Surprize this In- 
ed formation threw the Ear! into, 
as giving Somerſet a Proſpect of Suc- 
its ceſs, he procceded with the Hiſ- 
to . tory of her Misfortunes, deſcrib- 
18 ed their mutual Attachment, and 
oj endeavoured to extenuate their 


: Crime by alledging Lady Anne's 
S invincible Diflike to the Duke of 
| Glouceſter, and his own Want of 
Power at that Time to give ho- 

nourable Proofs of his Afﬀection. 
He then added, without letting 
him know of her Return to Eng- 
land, that ſhe had been under the 
Protection of the Dauphineſs of 
France; where her Behaviour 
had been unexceptionable, and 


E 2 only 
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only in one Inſtance, had ſhe ever 
done any thing to-excite his An- 


ger. He then concluded, with 


begging Permiſſion of the Earl to 
prove the Sincerity of his Love 
by making her his Wife. 


Loxv Saliſbury, who inherited a 
great Share of the Haughtineſs of 
the Times, ſcarcely permitted So- 
merlet to make an End; but 
broke out into the ſevereſt Re- 
proaches againſt his Daughter, 
expreſſed his Reſentment at her 
Treatment of the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, and proteſted he only 
wiſhed to ſee her again, that he 
might puniſh her for it. - Any 
other but the Father of his Miſ- 
treſs would have rouſed the Duke's 

_ _ Reſentment 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 77 


Reſentment by ſuch a Reception ; 
inſtead, of which, it called forth 
every Argument that promiſed to 
ſooth the Earl; but he remained 
inflexible, and Somerſet returned 


to give the Queen an Account of 
his ill Succeſs. 


LADY Anne felt the Severity 
of her Parent's Reproaches, and 
lamented the Loſs of his Aﬀecti- 
ons, but conſoled herſelf with 
having found her Lover true 
and faithful, and in being under 
her Sovereign's Protection. 


THe Duke on his Return was 
told, that the King and Queen 
were attended by the Duke of 
Glouceſter; the Plan of his De- 

E 3 ſtruction 
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ſtruction being now ripe for 
Execution, he boldly ſtood 
forth, and as a Prelude to an 
Impeachment before his Peers, 
delivered many Articles of Accu- 
lation againſt him. The Duke, 
conſcious of his Innocence re- 
mained unmoved, ſeeming to de- 
fy the Malice of his Enemies, 
till he heard the Name of Lady 
Anne Neville, and the Charge 
of an Attempt to murder her, 
in which many Lives were really 
loſt. Though the Circumſtances 
relating to it were not parti- 
cularly ſpecified, yet the bare 
mention of the Fact, was ſuffi- 
cient to throw him into the ut- 
moſt Confuſion. But convinced 
that he had buried every 

Proot 
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Proof of his Guilt with the 
TranſaQiion ; and aided by an ad- 
mirable Preſence of Mind, he im- 
mediately recovered himſelf, pro- 
teſting as he had done by every 
other Article, that this alſo was 


a falſe and cruel Imputation. 


Tur King, from whoſe Breaſt 
the Reſpect he had ever preſerved 
for his Uncle was not quite era- 
cicated, would have been ſatisfi- 
cd with theſe Aſſeverations, and 
have buried the Accuſations in 
Oblivion ; but the Inveteracy of 
the Queen and Somerſet were not- 
ſo ſoon appeaſed. The latter 
aſſured his Majeſty, that with his 


Permiſſion, he would in a few 


E 4 Minutes 
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Minutes bring unanſwerable 
Proots of the Duke's Culpability. 


Having received a gracious 
Nod of Approbation from the 
Queen, (for Henry ſeemed irreſo- 
utc) Ut »ithdrev, and inſtant- 
ly returnaa leading in Lady Anne 
Areſed in all the Habiliments of 
Woc. She threw herſelf at her 
Scvercign's Feet, and in a con- 
ciſe, but pathetic Manner, de- 
ſcribed the Duke's Cruelty, her 
miraculous Preſervation, and her 
Eſcape into France. At the Con- 
cluſion, ſhe gave as a Reaſon for 
not making this Application be- 
fore, that ſhe had been reſtrained 
by the great Power of the Perſon 


ſhe was thus obliged to accule ; 
| but 


— bas | 
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but hearing, whilſt ſhe was under 
the Protection of the Dauphͤineſs, 
that his Majcity had taken the 
Reins of Government into his 
own Hands, ſhe had embraced 
the earlieſt Opportunity of im- 
ploring Redreſs from a” Prince 
renowned for his Humanity and 
Equity. 


 DvuRix6G this Speech the Miniſ- 


ter ſtood abſorbed in Amaze- 


ment. Though the Beauties of 


Lady Anne were now full-blown, 
and her Perſon had acquired 
ſome Refinement from a. few 
Years Abſence, yet the Impreſ- 
ſion ſhe had formerly made on 
the Duke's Mind was not eraſed. 


8 He inſtantly recollected her, and 


E 5 at 
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at the ſame Time remembered 
to what a Degree of Cruelty his 
jealous Rage had impelled him: 
Conviction therefore prevented 
him from making any Defence, 
and he remained filent. The 
King reading in that Silence an 
Acknowledgment of his Guilt, 
conſented to give him up ; and 


accordingly. a Day was fixt for 
his Trial. 


WuiLsT the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter was in the Tower, and 
preparing for his Defence, So- 
merſet revolved in his Thoughts 
every Device to facilitate his fa- 
vourite Scheme—an Union with 
Lady Anne, As he knew it 
would be in vain to hope for that 
Happineſs, 
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Happineſs, whilſt her Father's 
Mind retained the Prejudices 
inſtilled into it by the Duke, he 
determined to endeavour, by pro- 
miſes of Lenity and every Argy- 
ment he could make ule of, to 
perſuade that Prince publicly to 


retract his Aſperſions. To this 


End he found means privately to 
viſit him in his Confinement ; and 
to make it the more ſecret, he 
choſe the Hour of Midnight, 
His high Quality, and the Con- 
ſidence of the Queen which he 
was known to enjoy, procured. 

him a ready. Admittance. 
SOMERSET began with apo- 
logizing to the Duke for his 
Conduct, unputing 1t to the Duty 
L 6 he 
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he owed his King and Country, 
He then acknowledged that he 
was the Perſon who had vccaſi- 
oned his jealous Fears, when he 
was on the Point of being united 
to Lady Anne ; butat the ſame 
Time he aſcribed it to the Exceſs 
of his Paſſion, which he aſſured 
the Duke, knew no Bounds. So— 
merſct continued to obſerve, 
that making the Lady's Frailties 
public, would anſwer no good 
End, whereas the Suppreſſion of 
them, and the affording his Aſſiſ- 
tance ta remove the Inveteracy 
of her Family, would induce 
both Lady Anne (whom he in- 
tended to make his Wife), and 
himſelf, to become his Advocates. 


Tie 
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Tux Duke of Glouceſter, who 
was in Bed, permitted his Rival 
to finiſh his Harangue ; but then 
gave way to his natural Haugh- 
tineſs and Impetuoſity. Fur- 


niſhed thus by his Opponent with 


Arms againſt himſelf, he doubted 
not but to be able to make the 
Deſigns of a Perſon ſo intereſted 
in his Fall, conſpicuous to his 
Judges; and at the ſame Time, 
alledge Lady Anne's confeſſed In- 
fidelity as an Excuſe for the Se- 
verity of her Treatment. His Joy 
was viſible at this important Diſ- 
covery, which ſupplied him with 
Proofs that otherwiſe he could 
never have been able to produce: 
This, added to the Inſult of his 
Offers, and his Apprehenſions 

from 
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from the ſuſpicious Time of Night, 
ſo far deprived him of his Reaſon 
and Reflection, that his Rage be- 
came unbounded. Then ſetting 
the Duke of Somerſet and his 
Abettors at Defiance, he aſſured 
him, that as they had ſpared no 
Pains in order to deſtroy him by 
falſe Accuſations, he in return 
ſhould ſpare nothing that could be 
urged in his Defence. 


SOMERSET, who equalled the 
Duke of Glouceſter in Violence 


of Spirit, liſtened whilſt he re- 
peated theſe Reſolutions in indig- 


nant Phraſes; till inſpired by a 
Wiſh to pleaſe the Queen and his 
Miſtreſs, -and worked up to the 
Top of his Bent, he threw him- 

ſelf 
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t, ſelf upon the Bed, and with the 
n Aſſiſtance of ſome of his At- 
* tendants, put an End to the Duke's 
g Reproaches with his Life. 

is 

d Tuvus fell the Duke of Glou- 
0 ceſter, a Victim to Ambition and 
y interrupted Love. It was gene- 
n rally ſuppoſed that the Favourite, 
5e Suffolk, was the Perpetrator of 


this horrid Deed ; the active Part 
he had taken in making Margaret 


e Queen, and in giving up the Pro- 
e vince of Maine at her Marriage, | 
by with his known Enmity tothe Duke 
* of Glouceſter for having publicly 
4 cenſured his Conduct, had ſo diſ- 
18 guſted the Nation, that it was 
e concluded he alone could be guilty 
bs of ſuch an Outrage againſt a Prince 


of 
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of the Blood But the People judge 


only from Appearances, and can- 
not dive into the ſecret Move- 
ments of a State. By inviſible 
Springs the complicated Wheels 
of Government revolve, and from 

. trifling Incidents great Events 
originate, 'The accidental At- 
tachment of Somerſet and Lady 
Anne gave Riſe to a Train of 
Circumſtances, that ended in the 
Fall of a Prince beloved for his 
many amiable Qualities; and ef- 
fected, what otherwiſe all Mar- 
garet's Power, ſtimulated as ſhe 
was by Ambition, might have 
proved unequal to. 


Tov Suffolk was eſteemed 
the Principal in the Duke's Aſ- 
ſaſſination, 


bs 


I, 
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ſaſſination, yet Somerſet did not 
eſcape Cenſure; and to ſuch a 
Height was the Reſentment of 
the People raiſed againit him, 
that he thought it prudent to leave 
the Kingdom till it ſubſided. 
He propoſed going into Normandy, 
and there, after being bound to 
Lady Anne by honourable Ties, 


in ſome ſweet Retirement to de- 


dicate his Hours to Love and Phi- 
lolophy. There, bidding adieu to 


the thorny Paths of Ambition 


and Glory —enveloped in a happy 
Indifference - deſpiſing alike the 
Tongue of Slander, or the Breath 
of Fame — he determined to in- 
dulge himſelf in all the Luxuties 
of Love. Little did he foreſee 


the Obſtacles that would ariſe to 


fruſtrate 
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fruſtrate this pleaſing Plan, and 
blaſt his promiſed Joys. Secure as 
he thought himſclt of Lady Anne's 
Affection, he knew not what 
noble Qualities her Soul contained 
—He knew not that though Love 
ſcemed to reign triumphant in her 
Heart, ſhe could riſe ſuperior to 
it when Honour bid. No ſooner 
had he informed her that the 
dreadful Deed was perpetrated, 
and boaſted of it as the greateſt 
Proof of his Affection, than a ſe- 
cict Horror ran through all her 
Veins, Eſteem, Reſpect, and 


every Prop of Love gave way, 
and laid the Manſion, where dwelt 


her Hopes and Wiſhes, low in 
Ruins. Though Paſſion had ſo 
far blinded her as to - conſent to 

a Breach 
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a Breach of one of the Laws of 
Honour and Virtue, yet her ele- 
vated Mind diſclaimed any Con- 
nection with a Man that could 
thus violate all the Laws of Hu- 
manity, and betray ſuch Marks of 
a ſavage Diſpoſition, Honour 
and Delicacy forbid that ſhe 
ſhould take an Aſſaſſin to her 
Arms.—Yet what were the Pangs 
ſhe ſuffered, to find herſelf forced 
by a cruel Neceſlity to give up the 
Man ſo cloſely entwined about 
her Heart. She however heſitated 
not, but determined to obey the 


| rigid Rules of Virtue, which for- 


bid her to reward, even by her 
Approbation, the ſanguinary Deed, 
and add by that Means to a com- 

paratively 


une ̃ > 
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paratively venial Crime, another 
of the blackeſt Dye. 


Bur this Alteration in her Sen- 
timents Lady Anne thought pro- 
per to conceal, under a Pretence 
that the Earl her Father was mor: 
exaſperated againſt her ſince the 
| Death of the Duke of Glouceſter, 
That as he imputed to her a Share 
in his Deſtruction, her Duty re- 
quired an Increaſe of Aſlſiduity 
and Reſpect to pacify his Anger, 
and procure his Conſent to their 
Union. She diſguiſed in this 
Manner her Diſguſt, both from 
the Queen and Somerſet ; and 
faw him depart, with a Tranqui- 
lity ſhe lately ſuppoſed could never 
be reſtered to her Breaſt. The 
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Duke, after having in vain made 
uſe of every Argument the ſin- 
cereſt Affection could inſpire, to 
ſoften her Obduracy, took his 
Leave, and failed for France. By 
the Queen's Intereſt he had been 
appointed to the Regency of that 
Kingdom, in &he Room of the 


[Duke of York, who through her 


Inſtigations was recalled, 


Ty1s Prince, in whom the Ho- 
nours of the Houſe of March cen- 
tzred, was deſcended from Lionel, 


third Son of Edward the Third; 
who being an elder Brother to 


John of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 


caſter, his Deſcendants had con- 
lequently a prior Right to the 
Crown, Henry the Fourth got 

Poſſeſ- 
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Poſſeſſion of the Throne, by de- 
| priving Richard the Second, Son 
| of the great Black Prince, of his 
Liberty. Edmund Mortimer Earl 
of March, at that Time next of 
Kin to Richard, could not aſſert 


9 his Claim; ſo that it had deſcended 


to Henry the Fifth, and the pre- 
ſent King, Henry the Sixth, undil- 
puted. The great Qualifications 
of the fifth Harry, and the Good- 
neſs of his Son's Heart, rendered 
them deſerving of the Crown, 
though their Father had acquired 
it unjuſtly for them : But when 
the Nation began to be diſpleaſed 
at the Conduct of Margaret and 
her Favourites, to whom they 
imputed the total Loſs of France, 


they ſpared not their Murmurs. 
The 
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The preſent Duke of York thought 
this Conjuncture a proper Time 
to take the neceſſary Steps towards 
the Recovery of that Kingdom, 
to which he could ſo clearly prove 
his Pretenſions. 


How ſhort-ſighted is human 
Policy, and how uncertain the 
Event of any Scheme proſecuted 
by indirect Methods] The Queen 
with the reſt of the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter's Enemies concluded, that 
his Death had placed them out of 
the Reach of all Oppoſition, and 
had eſtabliſhed the King's Throne, 
and their Power on a ſolid Foun- 
dation, But the Removal of the 


Duke proved the Cauſe of their 
Ruin, and the Downfall of the 


uſurped 
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uſurped Sovereignty of the Houſe 
of Lancaſter: For the Duke of 
York now ſaw himſelf at Liberty 
to aſſert his Claim, which doubt- 
leſs he would never have thought 
of, whilſt ſuch a worthy Compe- 
titor as the Duke of Glouceſter 
ſtood between. The Enmity of 
Margaret was conſequently tranſ- 
ferred to him, and ſhe ever after 


beheld him with a jealous Eye. 


Taz Duke of York, not more 
eminent for his exalted Birth, than 
his perſonal and mental Accom- 
pliſhments, had ſucceeded the Duke 
of Bedford as Regent of France; 
where he gave Proofs of his great 
Abilities as a Warrior. By his 
prudent Conduct he drove the 

French 
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French out of Normandy, and on 
the Plains of Pontoiſe they were 
Witneſſes of his Valour. There, 
ſcconded by the invincible Talbot, 
his very Enemies were aſtoniſhed 
at his Intrepidity. Charles, the 
French King, attended by his Son 
the Dauphin, and every valiant 
Knight that acknowledged his 
Sovereignty, laid Siege toPontoiſe; 
a Town of which the incefatiga- 
ble Talbot had ſcaled the Walls, 
and taken by Surprize, ſome Years 
before, during a hard Froft that 
had rendered the Armies inactive. 
The Place was attacked with great 
Vigour, and defended with no leſs 
Bravery. Talbot, whom no Dif- 


ficulties could daunt, was ordered 
by the Duke of York who had 


Vol. I. F haſtily 
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haſtily marched to the Relief of 


the Town with an inferior Ar- 
my, to throw Supplics into it, 
This he did ſeveral Times, not- 
withſtanding the Vigilance of 
the Beſiegers. Such ſeaſonable 
Aſſiſtance inſpiring the Garriſon 
with freſh Courage, they made 
a brave Defence, and the Siege 
went on but ſlowly. 


Tux Duke of York ſeeing 
Charles determined to make him- 
ſelf Maſter of the place, ſent a 
Herald to offer him Battle. The 
King, who choſe not to be drawn 
from his Deſign, and knew that 
his Situation ſecured him from an 
Attack, ſent his Antagoniſt an 
evaſive Anſwer, and made his 

| Approaches 
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Approaches at leiſure. The Eng- 


liſh Army was poſted on the op- 
poſite Side of the River Oyſe, 
which they could not paſs, but 
over a Bridge guarded by a thou- 
ſand Men. The Duke reſolving 
at any Rate to relieve the Place, 
found means during a dark Night, 
to convey acroſs the River, five 
or ſix hundred Men, in Boats 
made of Skins, This Detach- 
ment falling unexpectedly on the 
Guard at the Bridge, and cut- 
ting them in Pieces, opened a Paſ- 
ſage for the reſt of the Army. 
The Duke, attended by the intre- 
pid Talbot, commanded this 
dangerous Expedition: With an 
irreſiſtible Impetuoſity, they 
ruſhed on the Foe; nor could 
F 2 "Superiority 
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Superiority of Numbers avail 


againſt the ſmall but impene- 


trable Phalanx of the Engliſh, 
Charles was aſtoniſhed at this 
unexpected Action, and fo inti- 
midated by ſuch a Torrent of Va- 
lour, that he ſuddenly raiſed 
the Siege, and retreated under 
the Cannon of Poiſſi. The 
Duke of Vork followed him, and 


tried every Method to bring him 


into the Field, but in vain. Af- 
ter having braved him for ſeveral 


Days, he plundered the rich Ab- 


bey of Poiſh, which was fituat- 


ed at ſome Diftance from the 
Town, and then retired, not 
thinking it adviſeable to attack 
his Enemy in fo advantageous a 
Situation. 


By 
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By this Battle the Duke ac- 


quired immortal Honour, and 
brought Diſgrace upon his royal 


Adverſary; who was ſoon after 


obliged to have Recourſe to a 
deſperate Act to recover his loſt 
Reputation. 


WuriLsT the Duke of York 
continued to command in France, 
he ſtemmed the Tide of * IlI-ſuc- 

F. 4 ceſs 


* This Ill-ſucceſs was partly owing to one 
of thoſe extraordinary Incidents, which ſome- 
times fruſtrates the beſt concerted Plans 
withſt:inds the utmoſt Efforts of Prudence 
and Valour — counterbalances a long Series 
of Succeſs—and determines the Fate of Na- 
tions. A Country Ginl, called Joan of Arc, 
and afterwards diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
La Pucelle, or, the Maid of Orleans, pre- 


tending to a Commiſſion from Heaven, and 


— — _— 
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ceſs that was inſenſibly over- 
whelming the Engliſh Affairs in 
that 


ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, arrived at the French 
Court, when Charles the Seventh, reduced to 
the laſt Extremity, was on the point of loſing 
the whole of his Poſſeſſions. The Siege of 
Orleans a place of great Importance, had been 
carried on for ſome Time by the Engliſh, and 
was ncar ſurrendering, when Joan appeared 
dreſſed in the Habit of a Man, and clad in 
Armour. The uncommon Proofs of Valour 
ſhe exhibited, convinced the French Troops 
that ſhe was more than Mortal ; and inſpired 
them with a Confidence which the Engliſh 
could not withſtand, The firſt Day after her 
Arrival at Orleans, ſhe put herſelf at the 
Head of a Detachment of the Garriſon, and 
attacked Sword in Hand, one of thoſe ſtrong 
Forts with which the Beſiegers had ſurround- 
ed the City, The gallant Reſiſtance of the 
Engliſh could not hinder her from taking it, 
In the ſame manner the other Redoubts were 
carricd by Degrees; and thoſe brave Englith 
Forces, that had for many Years been uſca 


ps 
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that Kingdom. Diviſions at 
home ariling from the Intrigues 
of the Cardinal of Wincheſter, 
and afterwards from | thoſe of 
Margaret, prevented thoſe Sup- 


| plies from being ſent, which 


were abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Support of the War. With an 
Army daily diminiſhing, it was 
impoſſible to retain thoſe glorious 
Fruits of Edward's and Henry's 

F 4 Con- 


to Conqueſt, on a ſudden ſeized with a Pan- 
nick they could not overcome, retreated in 
great Diſorder before an Enemy inferior in 


Numbers. From this Hour the Affairs of the 


Enghſh began to deeline and the French re- 
took one after another, moſt of the Places 
they had loſt. A remarkable Inſtance of the 
Viciſhtude of human Affairs, and the Force 


of Prejudice and Infatuation on the Minds of 
Mankind. | 
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Conqueſts; but it was not till 
after he was recalled, and the 
Command given to his implacable 
Enemy the Duke of Somerſet, 


that the French recovered all. 


thoſe Poſſeſſions which had been 
acquired at the expence of ſo 
much Blood.— To this Magna- 
nimity, and theſe warlike Abi- 
lities, were ſuperadded every Ac- 
compliſhment that could render 


him worthy of the Crown to 
which he aſpired. A true No- 


bility of Soul ſhone forth con- 
ſpicuous in his manly Shape and 
graceful Geſtures; whilſt his Af- 
fability procured him univerſal 
Reſpet and Eſteem. He was 
in the Meridian of Life, when 
he returned to England. His 

Duchets 
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Ducheſs had been ſome Time 
dead, leaving him ſeveral Sons. 
Edward Earl of March, after- 
wards King of England, by the 
Title of Edward the Fourth.— 


Edmund Earl of Rutland, who 


was flain by the bloody Clifford 
immediately after the Battle of 
Wakefield, in which his Father 
loſt his Life. — George Duke of 
Clarence —and Richard Duke of 
Glouceſter who came to the 
Throne, ſucceeding his Brother 
Edward. 


ON the Duke of York's Arrival 


from France, he found the Queen 


intent on aggrandizing her Fa- 
vourites, and governing the Na- 
tion with a high Hand. His 

3 Go- 
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Government had been granted 
him by Patent for Five Years, 
but he was recalled before the Ex- 
piration of that Time; however 
his natural Policy prompted him 
to conceal his Reſentment at ſo 
conſpicuous an Inſult. This he 
did ſo effectually, that Margaret 
herſelf was deceived, and laid 
aſide her Suſpicions. He ſeemed 
to dedicate himſelf entirely to 
Pleaſure. Balls, Tournaments 
and Carouſals, (the Divertiſe- 
ments of the Times) employed 
each Hour. It is not to be ſup- 
poſed, that ſo accompliſhed a 
Prince ſhould omit in the Liſt of 
his Amuſements, Gallantry ; nor 
ſhould we wonder, if Lady Anne 
Neville who held the firſt Rank 


amongſt 
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amongſt the Beauties of the Age, 
attracted his Notice. He no 
ſooner ſaw her than he felt the 
Power of Love; my Heroine 
made ſuch an Impreſſion on his 
Heart, that he determined to 
ſhare his preſent Honours, and 
his future Proſpects with her; 
convinced that - her Birth, her 
Charms, and amiable Qualities 
would grace the Throne he hop- 
ed he ſhould be able to raiſe her 


to, 


Tuis Conqueſt her Friend had 
made, did not eſcape the Pene- 
tration of the Queen. Attentive 
to every Circumſtance that pro- 
miſed to gratify her favourite 
Paſſion, ſhe ſaw the Advantages 

F 6 that 
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that would attend this Connec- 


tion. The Degree of Intimacy 
ſhe had admitted Lady Anne to, 


and the Favours ſhe had beſtowed 


upon her, enſured her, ſhe doubted 
not, every Return that Gratitude 
could dictate. By her Means, 
Margaret thought ſhe might get 
at the Secrets and Deſigns of the 
Duke of York, and be able to 
circumvent them. But the Situ- 
ation of her beloved Suffolk at 
this Time engaged all her Atten- 
tion, and obliged her to lay aſide 
every other Thought. The Mur- 
murs of the People, and the Pe- 
titions preſented to the King by 
the Parliament, forced her to 
conſent to the Baniſhment of her 
Favourite, as the only 2” of 


{creening 
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ſcreening him from the Vengeance 
of a juſtly incenſed Nation. This 
ſhe did with the utmoſt Reluc- 
tance ; and whilſt ſhe lamented his 
Abſence with a Degree of Sor- 
row, ſhe thought nothing could 
augment, Accounts were received 
that he was ſeized on his Paſſage 
to France by the Captain of an 
Engliſh Man of War, who im- 
mediately ordered him to be be- 


headed, and his Remains to be 


thrown on the Sands of Dover. 


Tuus fell William De la Pole 
Duke of Suffolk, who though he 


had ſerved twenty-four Years in 


France with great Reputation, 


and was raiſed to the higheſt Ho- 


nours for his eminent Abilities, 
yet 


. — 
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| yet could not withſtand the Deſtiny 


annexed to abuſed Favouritiſm.— 
1 Envied, but dangerous Station! 
as almoſt every Reign has proved 
— The elevated Height makes 


the Head g1ddy—Juſtice, Huma- 


| | nity and Honour take their Flight, 
f and leave Ambition, inſatiate Luſt 
4 of Power, and Pride, ſole Pro- 


prietors of the Heart Greater 
than Kings the Minions ſit, re— 
gardleſs of the People's Welfare, 
for which they thus are raiſed; 
till having kept the Seat a little 
while, their Fall is ture ; and from 
the Battlements of ſo high a 
Tower, it muſt be fatal. 


MaRGARET experienced the 
ſincereſt Grief for the Death of a 
Nobleman 
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Nobleman, to whom ſhe was un- 
der the higheſt Obligations, ex- 


cluſive of more tender Ties — 


which has been faid. She was 
undoubtedly indebted to Lim for 
the Crown ſhe wore, and the 
Completion of her ambitious De- 
ſigns, and therefore mult ſeverely 
fcel his Loſs; but ſhe took care 
to conceal the Exceſs of her Sor- 
row from the World. However, 
when ſhe retired to her Apart- 


ments, ſhe poured out her Com- 


plaints with her Tears, into the 


Boſom of Lady Anne. 


TR Confidence this fair Unfor- 
tunate had formerly placed in the 


Queen, and the Ingenuouſneſs with 


which ſhe had divulged her own 
Frailties, 


| 
f 
: 
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Frailties, induced her to makea reci- 
procal Return, and ſhare with Lady 
Anne her Sccrets and her Sorrows. 
To engage her Sympathy, and 
Indulgence the more, ſhe imparted 
to het thc Orders ſhe had given for 
bringing back the Duke of So- 


merſet, by the ſame Ship that 


carried out the ill-fated Suffolk, 
with her Intention of making him 
Miniſter in his Room. She then 
added, that the greateſt Allevia- 
tion to her Misfortunes would 
ariſe from dividing her Authority 
with two ſuch valuable Friends. 


Tur Queen was as yet igno- 
rant of the Altcration in Lady 
Anne's Sentiments ; and doubted 
not but that on Somerſet's Arri- 

| val, 
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val, their Nuptials would be ce- 
lebrated: For ſhe could not per- 
ſuade herſelf, that Lady Anne could 
ſo ſuddenly be diveſted of that 
Tenderneſs ſhe had ſo lately been 
Witneſs to, notwithſtanding her 
preſent Intimacy with the Duke 
of York. But that Lady had 
other Defigns ; for the Day after 
this Converſation, ſhe left the 
Court without giving the Queen 
the leaſt Notice of her Departure, 
The Moment ſhe heard of the 
Duke of Somerſet's Return, to 
avoid his Solicitations, which in the 
preſent Situation of her Heart muſt 
be extremely diſagreeable, ſhe de- 
termined to ſet out to rejoin the 
Duke of York, on whom ſhe 


had beſtowed thoſc Affections So- 
| merſet 


— — 2 na” us. at 
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merſct had proved himſelf unwor- 


/ thy of. The Gallantry of that 


Prince, aided by his pleaſing Qua- 
lifications, had arouſed her Suſ- 
ceptibility, and made a deep Im- 
preſſion on her Heart. 


Bur their Courtſhip was inter- 
rupted by-the Duke's Departure 
for Ireland, of which, Kingdom 
he had been appointed Governor, 
A dangerous Rebellion had broke 
out there, the Suppreſſion of which 
it was pretended his warlike Abi- 
lities and Prudence were only 
equal to: But the Fact was, that 
the Queen wiſhed to keep him at 
a Diſtance from the Court, that 
he might not too minutely in- 


ſpect into her Intrigues, and by 
his 
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his Power counteract them. Her 
Plan was even more extended ; 
ſhe knew the natural Ferocity of 
the Iriſh, with the Difficulties that 
would attend the Expedition ; and 
had from thence formed Hopes 
that the Duke would fail in the 
Attempt, if he did not loſe his 


Life in it; either of which Events 


would gratify her Hatred in the 


the higheſt Degree. To inſure | 


Succeſs to her Deſigns, ſhe took 
care that the Duke ſhould be ill 
ſupplied with the Sinews of War. 
But his prudent Management ren- 
dered them unneceſſary; for by 
his mild and obliging Behaviour 
he ſo won the Eſteem of the Iriſh, 
who, though fierce and uncon- 
troulable, are naturally brave and 

generous, 


9. 
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generous, that they returned to 


their Duty, without his being ob- 
liged to have Recourſe to Arms. 
Thus were Margaret's Views fruſ- 
trated: Every Stroke ſhe levelled at 
the Duke, rebounded on her own 
Head ; adding to the Wounds her 
Peace of Mind had already received, 
whilſt they increaſed his Reputa- 
tion, and furthered his Deſigns. 


Tu Duke of Somerſet's ſud- 
den Return induced Lady Anne 
to take a Step, which ſhe would 
probably have wiſhed to avoid. 
And though the Motive ſhe aſſign- 
ed on her Arrival in Ireland, was 
that of paying a Viſit to her two 
Brothers, to deſire their Intereſt 
with the Earl her Father in her 


Favour ; 
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Favour ; yet the real Inducement 


.of her Voyage was, to put herſelf 


under the Protection of the Duke 
of York, and to be out of the 
Reach of Somerſet, from the Vi- 
olence of whoſe Temper ſhe had 
much to fear. When Lady Anne 
{ct out, ſhe left a Letter for her 
once favoured Lover, in which ſhe 
explained to him the Reaſons of 
her preſent Conduct ; and without 
Diſguiſe informed him of the Al- 
teration in her Heart; omitting . 


| nothing but the Name of his Rival. 


This he remained not long in Ig- 
norance of, for common Report 
ſoon informed him of the Prince's 
Attachment to his late Miſtreſs. 
As there had been no Care taken 


to conceal their Courtſhip, it was 


obſerved 
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obſerved by the whole Courr; 
and the Duke found it confirmed 
by his Emiſſarics, from whom he 
likewiſe learnt, that ſhe had taken 
the Rout to Dublin, attended only 
by a ſmall Retinue, 


DisTRACTED to find all his 
pleaſing Hopes thus blaſted, and 
all his ideal Schemes of Happinels 
(the Produce of a warm Imagina- 
tion) in a Moment vaniſhed ; he 
gave himſelf up to the* Demons 
of Jealouſy and Revenge. In 
the firſt Tranſports of his Paſſion 
he ſpared not Majeſty itſelf ; but 
upbraided the Queen with Negli- 
gence, in thus ſuffering the pre- 
cious Treaſure he had committed 
to her Care, to be ſtolen from 

him, 
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him. Then changing the Object 
of his Reſentment, in Language 
ſuch as once ſpoke the Feelings 
of diſappointed Ajax, would he 
execrate his hated Rival, and 
{ware by every malignant Power, 


his Death alone ſhould fatisfy 


his Fury. This Violence of So- 
merſet was foreſeen by Lady 
Anne, who knew his haughty 
and iraſcible Diſpoſition, and 


therefore ſhe thought it prudent 


to witAdraw before his Return 
to Court. | 


In Dublin ſhe met her Bro- 
thers, the Earl of Warwick, and 
Sir Thomas Neville who had at- 
tended the Duke of York in this 
Expedition, Two more accom- 


pliſhed 


——zʒ— — lll. om 
W 


120 The HISTORY of 


pliſhed young Noblemen England 
never gave Birth to. The Earl 
of Warwick (to whom I ſhall 


confine my Deſcription, as I pro- 


poſe to intermix ſome Part of 


his Life with this Hiſtory of his 


Siſter) was at this Time fully ar- 


_ rived at the Age of Manhood. 


Nature ſeemed to have been un- 
commonly prodigal of her Fa- 
vours in his Formation, as indeed 
ſhe had been to the Whole of the 
Saliſbury Family. Flis Perſon, 
though robuſt and nervous, was 
elegantly turned, and might have 
ſerved as a Model for a youthful 
Bacchus, or Maia's lovely Son ; 
nor needed the Sculptor to have 
ſearched for ſcattered Graces; in 
him they were all united and 

com- 
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compleat — A noble Air, an en- 
gaging Countenance, and an 
harmonious Voice, made up that 
Combination of perſonal Beauties, 
which, added to his Affability, 
Eloquence, and good Senſe, pre- 
judiced every Beholder ſo much in 
his Favour, that as he advanced 
-In Life, he acquired the Love and 
a- WM Relpet of the whole Nation. 
d He had ſerved ſeveral Campaigns 


be in France, under the Duke of 
n, Yotk, and had given Proofs of 
hs amazing Strength and undaunted 


Ve Courage. There he laid the 
ul Foundation of that military Skill, 


n; which, during the Contentions 
ve between the Houſes of Vork and 
in Lancaſter, inſured Succeſs to the 


nd Cauſe he eſpouſed. He married 
n Ver. J. G whil ſt 
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whilſt he was very young the 
Heireſs to the Houle of Warwick, 


and with her acquired ſuch * im- 
menſe Riches, as enabled him to 
indulge the Dictates of a Heart, 
naturally liberal even to Profu- 
fion. If there were any Shades 


to this high. finiſhed Piece (and 
Shades there will be in Nature's 


fineſt Traces) it was that haughty, 
lordly 


* Dugdale ſays, that the yearly Value of 
the Eſtate he ſucceeded to by this Marriage, 
amounted to 8306 Marks, Eleven Shillings 
and Eleven Pence Halfpenny. At a Time 
when Barley was but Four Shillings and Tue 
Pence per Quarter; Oats Two Shillings and 
Three Half-pence; Capons Three Pence 4 
Piece, and Hens Three Half-pence, as ap- 
pears by the Accounts of his houſhold Off - 
cers. A vaſt Eſtate and more than equal to 
ten Times that Sum in the Reign of Georg 
the Third. 
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lordly Carriage with which the 
Nobles of thoſe early Ages be- 
haved to one another, and made 
each of them confider himſelf a 
Demi-God. None of the Earl's 
Compeers had a greater Right to 
aſſume this Conſequence than he 
had, as none could equal him 
in the Qualifications that conſti- 
tute a truly great Man. Beſides, 
he made ſome Attonement for it 
by his obliging Behaviour to the 
lower Ranks of the People, who 

adored him for his Condeſcenſion. 


THERE was a Series of ſucceſſive 
Undauntedneſs (to uſe the Ex- 
preſſion of an old Author) in 
the noble Families of the Earls of 
Warwick ; as bold as Beauchamp, 

G 2 became 
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became at laſt a Proverb. Richard 
Neville, whom I have juſt deſcrib- 
ed, inherited with the Title, the 
Bravery of his Father-in-law, 
Though the Stock from whence 
he ſprung was not deficient in 
Intrepidity, yet that he might 
not prove unworthy of the Name 


he had taken upon him, he called 


forth all his Valour. Emulation 
increaſed his natural Courage. 


Tux Deeds of the famous Guy 
may probably be fabulous, but 
thoſe of ſome of his Succeſſors 
are well atteſted, and worthy of 
Record. | 


Tos, the firſt Earl of the 


Beauchamp Family, attended Ed- 
: ward 
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d ward the Third in his Expediti- 


e ons to France. In one of them, 
having landed from the firſt Boat, 
with only his Eſquire and fix 
Archers, he ſupported himſelf 
againſt an advanced Party of the 
Enemy, conſiſting of one hun- 
dred Men; and before he receiv- 
ed any Aſſiſtance, had killed 
ſixty, and put the remainder to 
Flight. This amazing Act of 
Valour ſo intimidated the reſt of 
the French Army, who were at 
hand to prevent the Engliſh from 
landing, that they ſuffered Ed- 
ward to debark the whole of his 
Troops without any further Op- 
poſition. | 


d- G 3 RiIcHARD 
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RicnARD Beauchamp, the im- 


mediate Predeceſſor of the Farl 


of Warwick I celebrate, and 
whoſe Daughter he married, was 
ſo redoubted for his martial At- 
chievements, that he might be 
ſaid to equal Hercules in his 
Labours. 


In the Beginning of the Reign 
of Henry the Fourth, being then 


ſcarcely twenty-two Years of 


Age, at agrand Tournament held 
on account of the Queen's Coro- 
nation, he appeared as her 
Knight; challenged the whole 
Field, and carried off the Ho- 
nours of the Day. 


IN 
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Is an Engagement with Owen 
Glendour, the Welch Hero, he 
ſignalized himſelf, and took his 


Banner with his own Hand. 


Hg had a very conſiderable 
ſhare in the Battle of Shrewſbury, 
wherem Harry Percy (diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Hotſpur) 
loſt his Life; and where the 
Prince of Wales,afterwards Henry 
the Fifth, firſt gave Proofs of 
that Valour which made his 
Name immortal. 


PiLGRIMAGES in that Age, 
were eſteemed neceſſary to com- 
pleat the Character of an accom- 
pliſhed Knight; the Earl of War- 
wick, who would not be outdone - 

G 4 | by 
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by any of his Compeers, accord- 
ingly ſet out for the Holy Land. 
At Verona, during his Journey, he 
was challenged by Sir Randolph 
Malacet, an Italian Knight, to fight 

ith him at three Weapons, the 
Axe, the Sword, and the Dagger. 
At the firſt, after exchanging 
many a hardy Blow, they were 
declared equally matched, and 
the Victory remained doubtful : 
But at the Sword, the Engliſh 
Champion ſo greatly excelled, that 
had not the Heralds interpoſed, 
the Victory would have been as 
fatal to the Challenger, as it was 
deciſive: The Italian was on the 
Point of attoning for his Bravado 
with his Life. 


kl 


ON 
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Ox his Return, at a Tourna- 
ment in France, he encountered 
Sir Collard Fineſſe, a gallant 
Frenchman, and the Glory of that 
Court for Deeds' of Chivalry. At 
every Juſt, the Earl bent his Ad- 
verſary back to his Horſe's Crup- 
per; and appeared ſo ſteady in his 
Seat himſelf, and fo little diſcom- 
poled by the Shocks he received, 
that the French concluded he was 


faſtened to his Horſe by ſome un- 
allowable Method. They expreſſed 


their Apprehenſions at ſo uncom- 
mon an Appearance; but the Earl 
ſoon ſatisfied their Doubts, by 
ſuddenly vaulting from his 
Horſe; and then in a Moment re- 


mounting, by another Career he 


© IS - finiſhed. 


c 
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finiſhed the Conteſt to his own and 
his Country's Honour. 


He attended Henry the Fifth 
in all his Battles: At Agincourt 
he fought by his Side, and greatly 
aſſiſted him in his rapid Conqueſts. 
-—He was ſent by that King to the 
Council of Conſtance, with a 
Retinue of Eight Hundred Horſe. 
Here, in the Preſence of the Em- 
peror, he killed a Flemiſh Duke 
who challenged him. The Empreſs 
who was a Witneſs of his Valour, 
was ſo ſtruck with it, that to ſhew 
her Approbation, ſhe took the 
Badge from one of the Earl's At- 
tendants (the Image of a Bear 
in Silver) and wore it on her 
Arm, But the next Day, 

the 
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the Earl no leſs gallant than 
brave, preſented her with a' Bear 
(which was his Creſt) curiouſly 
made of Pearls and precious 
Stones. 


Tux Emperor Sigiſmund, be- 
fore whom this laſt Proof of the 


Earl's Proweſs, with many others, 
were performed, ſoon after came 


to England; where he was created 
Knight of the Garter by Henry 
the Fifth. Here he bore the 
moſt honourable Teſtimony of 
Lord Warwick's Greatneſs ; tel- 
ling the King, that for Wiſdom, 
Gallantry, and Manhood, all 
Chriſtendom could not boaſt of. 
ſuch anotherKnight; and as a pub- 
lic Token of the Eſtimation he 

„ held 
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held the Earl in, he begged 
Leave of Henry to name. him 
by his imperial Authority, © The 
Father of Courteſy.” The King, 
who was too good a Judge of 
Merit, and too ſenſible of the real 
Value of it, to with-hold any 
Mark of his Favour from one ſo 
deſerving, joined with the Em- 
peror in beſtowing Commenda- 
tions, and Honours on the Earl. 
His immenſe Eſtate * ſet him 
above the Expectation of pecunia- 
ry Favours, 


AFTER 


* Richard Neville, on his Marriage with 
this Earl's Daughter, was. poſſeſſed in his own 
Right, and that of his Wife's, of one bun- : 
dred and fourteen Manors. | 


BRIiTis5H WOIATAIES. 
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AFTER the Death of Henry, 
and his Brother the Duke of Bed- 


ford, he ſometime commanded: © 


the Engliſh Forces in France; 


where he ſuſtained his Character, 


and ſuffered no Impeachment of 
his Courage, or military Know- 
l:dge. During his Life, the Suc- 
ceſs of the Engliſh was progreſ- 
five, after his Death, retrograde. 


In his laſt Voyage to Nor- 
mandy, meeting with a violent 
Tempeſt, and deſpairing of Life, 
he cauſed himſelf, his Lady, and 


an infant Son to be bound to 


the Mainmaſt, to the Intent that 


being caſt on Shore, he might 
be known by his Armour and 


Coat of Arms, and have chriſtian 
Burial 


| 
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Burial — A due Obſervance of 


every religious Right, was as ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute the Hero of 
thoſe Times, as Valour and Gal- 


lantry. 


Tuls Earl died at Roan, April 
zoth, 1439, and lies buried un- 
der a ſtately Monument, in the 
Collegiate Church at Warwick. 
His charitable -Deeds (ſays my 
Author) were not inferior to the 
Atchievements of his Valour. 


Tux Earl of Saliſbury early 
eſpouſed the Cauſe of the Houſe 
of York. He was one of the firſt 
that adviſed the Duke to aſſert 
his Claim, and with the Influence 


of his Sens added to his own, was 
enabled 


r 
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enabled to offer him ſubſtantial 
Support. ; 


As ſoon as the Duke of York 
received Advice that Lady Anne 
was on the Coaſt of Wales ready 
to embark for Ireland, he ſent 
the Royal Galley to take her on 
Board; and before her Arrival pre- 
pared every thing to give her a 
princely Reception. On her 
landing, ſhe was received wich 
every Honour that is uſually be- 
ſtowed on Crowned Heads, The 
Duke himſelf met her at the 
Head of his Knights and the 
Officers of his Train, forming 2 
grand Cavalcade, that at once gave 
the Iriſh an Idea of his Magnifi- 
cence and of his Love. Lady 
Anne 
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Anne was conducted to the Caſ- 
tle amidſt the Applauſes of the 
People, who all agreed that the 
Elegance of her Perſon, and the 
reſplendant Beauties of her Face, 
rendered her worthy the elevated 
Station, to which the Duke pub- 
licly avowed his Intentions of raiſ- 
ſing her. The Earl of Warwick, 
and Sir Thomas Neville, her two 
Brothers, rejoiced in her good 
Fortune, and embraced her with 
Cordiality and Affection, burying 
in Oblivion her Imprudencies. 


Nor ſo the Earl her Father; 
who was no ſooner informed of the 
Duke's Deſign, than inſtead of 
returning his Approbation as ſoli- 


cited, he ſet out immediately for 
Ireland 
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Ireland. Actuated by Honour 
and Delicacy (perhaps by Paſſion) 
he thought himſelf obliged to 
acquaint the Duke of his Daugh- 
ter's criminal Connection with 
Somerſet, and her Unworthineſs 
of being his Ducheſs. Lady 
Anne, unacquainted with her Fa- 
ther's Intentions, and uncertain 
of his Diſpoſition towards her, 
had prudently retired to a plea- 
ſant Seat of the Duke's a few 
Miles from Dublin, till her Bro- 
thers' Interceſſions ſhould mollify 
the Earl's Anger. But what was 


3 her Aſtoniſhment, when ſhe learn- ' 
e ed the Motive of her Father's 

f Voyage, and received Affurances 

1 of his continued Reſentment? l 
r Noble and unpolluted as her | 


d Mind | 
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Mind was, ſhe thought herſelf 
not unworthy of the Duke's Ac- 
ceptance; but as by this Infor- 
mation his Deſigns were unavoid- 
ably altered, ſhe was obliged to 
reſign herſelf to her Fate. Her 
Love was not of the common 
Kind, and as it had not been fix- 
ed on the accompliſhed York 
till ſhe was fully convinced of his 
Deſerts, it had taken too deep 
Root to be eaſily eradicated. 
She ſuffered not this Fall from 
Grandeur, which would have 
given Pain to a more ambitious 
Mind, to deject her ſteady Soul, 
or leſſen her Affection. Long did 
they mutually lament the Cruelty 
of the Earl of Saliſbury, who thus 
broke in upon their promiſed Hap- 

pineſs. 
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pineſs. Abandoned by her Father, 


diſgraced to. the World, and a 
Fugitive from her Country, 


where could Lady Anne's ach- 


ing Heart ſeek for Repoſe but in 
the Boſom of her beloved York ? 
ſhe therefore permitted him to 
renew his Viſits, and gave him 
Proofs that in him ſhe did not 
ſeck a Crown, but gloried in his 
Friendſhip. 


UNMOVED by the babling 
Tongue of Fame, which failed 
not to blazon forth her Foibles, 
ſhe employed every Thought in 
forming Plans of Happineſs for 
him ſhe loved :* Every revolving 
Sun beheld the Methods varied ; 
To-day the pompous Tournament, 

and 
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and ſplendid Feaſt ; To- morrow- 
fweet Retirement, under Cano- 
pies of Woodbines mixt with 
Roſes. She knew how irkiome 
Reſtraint is to a Lover's Mind, 
and therefore ſtrove by covering 
his Bonds with Flowers, to make 
them inviſible and ungalling. 


LEARNING and the Polite“ Arts 
were not yet reſurged from under 
the Ruins of Gothic Barbariſm, 
where for many Centuries they 
had lain buried. But the Min- 


{trels 


* In theſe rude Ages (ſays Mr. Walpole) 
Valour and Ignorance were the Attributes of 
Nobility, then it was enough for Noblemen's 
Sons to wind the Horn, and carry their 


Hawke fair, and leave Study and Learning to 


the Children of meaner Pcoplc, 


) 
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ö ſtrels ſtill ſung the Warrior's 
Deeds; they were admitted to 
L the Hall, and whilſt the Nobles 
quaffed the brimming Goblet, 
with Harp and nervous Verſe, 
or Bugle-horn, they rouſed their 
Souls to Feats of Arms, or Love. 
Arthur and Alfred, Names of 
high Renown, the Subject of their 
Songs, were handed down from 
Sire to Son, and {till retained 
their emulative Power. Oh! 
how unlike the thrilling Strains, 
the enervating Sonatas of the pre- 
ſent Age, which lend their fee- 
ble Aid to feebler Verſe, effemi- 
nate the Manners, and fink the 
Soul in Indolence and Languor. 


e 


— _ 


WHILST 
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_ WaunrsT Lady Anne ſeemed 
thus only attentive to'the Amuſe- 
ments of her Lover, ſhe enter- 
tained nobler Views, but ſtill 
they centered in his Happineſs, 
To the ſumptuous Banquets, 
which they gave alternately, and 
in which, like Anthony and Cleo- 
patra, they ſtrove to outvie each 
other in Elegance and Magnifi- 
cence, ſhe always invited the 
Ladies of the principal Leaders 
and Noblemen among the People 
the Duke was ſent to ſubdue: 
By her Afﬀability and Courteſy 
ſhe ſo gained their Eſteem, that 
in Return they exerted all their 
Influence over their Huſbands, to 
induce them to make proper Sub- 


miſſions, and accept of reaſon- 
able 
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able Terms of Accommodation. 
By theſe Means ſhe aſſiſted in 
bringing about a Reconciliation 
without Bloodſhed, preſerved her 
much-loved York from the Snares 
that were laid for him by his 


Enemies, and 'was conducive to 


his Increaſe of Glory and Po- 
pularity. | 


Here, for a Moment, let me 
ſtop, to obſerve how contradic- 
tory the Actions of even the 
greateſt and wiſeſt Men ſome- 
times are; how inconliſtent with 
their own Deſigns. The Earl of 
Saliſbury, famed for his Prudence, 
and ſo apprehenfive of the leaſt 
Impeachment of his Honour, as 
to haſten to Ireland to prevent the 

Union 
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Union between -the Duke of 
York and his Daughter, that he 
might not be taxed with a Breach 
of it, in concealing her Frailty, 
could ſo far ſuffer the ſame Ho- 
nour to remain paſſive when it 
counteracted his ambitious Views, 
as to permit Lady Anne to live 
with the Duke, on Terms diſ- 
graceful to himſelf and Family, 
The Miſtreſs of a King (which 
he ſuppoſed. ſhe ſoon would be) 
was probably conſidered by him 
as leſs deſerving of Cenſure, than 
one in an inferior Station ; but nei- 
ther Opinion, or Change of Situa- 
tion can alter the Nature of a Deed 
if cenſurable, or free the Earl 
from the Charge of Inconſiſtency 
—How confined is human Wiſ- 

| dom, 
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dom, and how frail is Man 
Whenever we draw this Conclu- 
ſion, from the Obſervations we 
make either on Books or real Life, 
let it indace us to treat with Le- 
nity and Candour the Frailties of 
others. 


Tyovsn-the Duke of York ap- 
peared thus diſſolved in Luxury 
and Indolence, like Rinaldo in 
the Lap of Armida; yet he was 
not inattentive to the grand De- 
ſigns that had long been in Agi- 
tation. The Jewels that ſparkled 
in the Crown of England, often 
gleamed acroſs his Imagination, 
and kindled anew the Flame of 
Ambition that lay ſmothered 
within his Breaſt. He kept up a 

Vor. I. H continual 
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continual Correſpondence with his 
Friends in London, who gave him 
Intelligence of every Step purſued 
by Margaret and her new favou- 
rite Somerſet, now his avowed 
Enemy. They informed him, that 
the Diſcontents of the People 
were riſen to ſuch a Height, that 
Succeſs muſt attend his Attempts, 
The warlike Saliſbury and his 
valiant Sons urged him on, and 
prevailed on him to fail for Eng- 
land to profit by theſe Advices, 
I ſhall paſs over in Silence the In- 
ſurrection raiſed by Cade: A 
Plan laid by the Duke to feel the 


Pulſe of the Nation, and try in 


what Eſtimation the Name of 
Mortimer was held by the Peo- 
ple. This, with ſeveral other 

: = Occur- 
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Occurrences of little Moment, I 
hall omit, till we find him en- 


camped near Kingſton. 


In conſequence of the Solicit a- 
tions of his Friends he had landed 
in England, and put himſelf at 
the Head of an Army, which by 
Means of his great Influence in 
Wales, he was ſoon able to raiſe. 
Judging the Poſſeſſion of the City 
of London to be of the utmoſt 
Importance to him, he haſtened 
towards it, but had the Mortifica- 
tion to find the Gates ſhut againſt 


him; the Inhabitants prudently 


declining to afford him any Aſſiſ- 


tance, whilſt the Queen cloſely 


purſued him with a ſuperior Force. 


He was therefore obliged to paſs 
H 2 the 
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the Thames at Kingſton, to pur- 
ſue his Rout into Kent, a Coun- 
ty wholly in his Intereſt. But 
Margaret prevented the Execution 
of this Deſign ; for having paſſed 
the River at London- bridge, ſhe 
intercepted him, and pitched her 
Tents about four Miles from the 
Duke. The latter, experienced 
in all the Arts of War, had 
ſtrongly fortified his Camp, and 
every Moment expected that his 
Rival would make an Attack upon 
it, with an Army greatly out- 
numbering his. Their Proximi- 
ty made an Engagement unavoid- 
able; but the Queen and Somer- 
ſet thought it better to endeavour 
to get the Duke into their Hands 


by Stratagem, than by the un- 
certain 


— * 
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certain Event of a Battle, They 
knew his open unſuſpicious Tem- 
per, and doubted not but that he 
would readily fall into the Snare 
they had laid for him. To this 


End, early in the Morning they 


ſent two Biſhops in the King's 
Name, to know what induced 
him to appear in Arms. The 
Duke, diſappointed in his Deſigns 
upon London, thought it moſt 
prudent to carry it fair with the 
Court, and for fear of ruining his 
Affairs by too haſty Reſolutions, 
anſwered, that he never intended 
to forſake his Allegiance to 
the King, but only to drive 
from his Perſon evil Counſellors, 
of whom the Duke of Somerſet 
was the Principal ; and that if his 

Hg Majeſty 
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Majeſty would be pleaſed to order 
that Nobleman to Priſon, he 
was ready to diſmiſs his Troops. 
He did not expect that his Demand 
would be granted; he only wiſh- 
ed to throw all the Blame on the 
Court, and to let the People ſee, 
that the Miniſtry would rather 
expoſe the Kingdom to © the 
Horrors of a civil War, than 
give up a Man ſo odious to the 
Nation. But the Duke became a 
Dupe to the Policy of his Ene- 
mies. The Prelates returned with 
the King's Aſſurances of Redreſs, 
and as an Earneſt of it, informed 
him, that Hefore their Departure 
from the Camp, they had ſeen 
the Duke of Somerſet put under 
an Arreſt, The Duke of York 


Was 
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was ſurprized at this Condeſcenſi- 
on, and would fain have gone 
hack from his Agreement ; but 
he could not do it without ha- 
zarding the Loſs of the People's 
good Will, on which he grounded 
all his Expectations; he there- 
fore immediately diſbanded his 
Troops, and ſet out for the royal 
Camp, without deigning to take 
the leaſt Precaution for his perſo- 
nal Safety, 


LAp Anne had attended him 
in this Expedition, accompanied 
by many other Ladies of Diſtincti- 
on, under a Pretence of Curioſity 
to ſee the military Exerciſes. Her 
Penetration immediately diſcovered 
ſome lurking Danger; ſhe em- 

9 ployed 
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ployed Tears, Remonſtrances, and 
every Art, to prevail on the Duke 
to guard againſt the Malice and 
Cunning of his Enemies; but 
in vain, Actuated by a fatal Ge- 
neroſity, he condemned her Suſpi- 
cions, and imprudently threw both 
himſelf and his lovely Miſtreſs 
into their Hands. 

_ SoMER8ET had received Infor- 
mation, that the Perſon ſtill ſo dear 
to him, was in his Rival's Camp, 
Love and Revenge united, urged 
Him to make uſe of the moſt cer- 
tain Method to get both into his 
Power, and therefore he had 
prompted the King to that appa- 
rent Moderation, by which the un- 


ſuſpicious Duke was deccived. 
b | The 


A 
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The King himſelf (good eaſy Man) 
was miſled by Margaret and her 
Favourite; and though his honeſt 
Heart would have wiſhed to avoid 
theſe Fallacies, yet, ever uſed to 
obey, he blindly followed their 
Directions, and lent his Name to 
inſure Succeſs to their Meaſures. 
—No ſooner had the Duke of 
York entered the Royal Preſence, 
and begun his Accuſations againſt 
Somerſet, than the latter ſtepped 
from behind the Tapeſtry, and 
retorted his Invectives; calling the 
Duke Rebel, and charging him 
with Deſigns inconſiſtent with 
Loyalty. The Duke ſeeing his 
Enemy, whom he thought in Con- 


finement, ſtanding before him in 


the King's Apartment, now found 
Hs he 
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he had been amuſed, and per- 
ceived his Danger ; nevertheleſs, 
without giving way to the Reſent- 
ment which filled his Breaſt, and 
fired him to demand inſtant Satiſ- 
faction, aſſuming a Dignity blend- 
ed with Reſpect, he — 
that the King had broken his Word 
with him; but imputed it to the 
ſame evil Influence that had been 
the Occaſion of - his taking up 
Arms. Henry, to whom Alter- 
cations of this Kind were always 
diſagreeable, diſmiſſed the Duke 
without explaining to him his In- 
tentions: But he remained not 
long ignorant of them ; for he was 
ſcarcely got out of the royal Tent, 
than he was arreſted, and ſent to 
the Tower, Somerſet, who, aided 

by 
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by the Queen, found no Obſtruc- 
tion to his moſt violent Meaſures, 
had previouſly obtained an Order 
for this Arreſt : But his Deſigns 
were yet far from being compleat- 
ed; the grand Incentive to all 
theſeharſh and unpopular Proceed- 
ings, the Recovery of his Miſtreſs, 
was yet to be accompliſhed. 


No ſooner therefore was he at 
Liberty by his Rival's Commut- 
ment, to purſue the ultimate Part 
of his Plan, than he haſtened to 
Burnt Heath, where he was cer- 
tain Lady Anne waited the Duke's 
Return. During the ſhort Diſ- 
tance that divided them, he found 
himſelf agitated by a thouſand 
different Senſations; ſometimes 


H 6 Bitter- 
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Bitterneſs and Reſentment filled his 
Heart ; he then determined to load 
his Miſtreſs with Reproaches for 
her Falſehood and Inconſtancy ; 
at others, her dear Idea preſented 
itſelf to his View, clad in all her 
angelic Charms, kind and engag- 
ing as he had once found her; 
then his Heart diſſolved in Ten- 
derneſs; he was ready to forget 
her Infidelity, and forgive every 
Frailty. In this State of Diſtrac- 
tion was Somerſet when he enter- 
ed the Tent. The Mind of Lady 
Anne, who had but a few Mo- 
ments before found her Fears 
confirmed by the News of the 
Duke of York's Impriſonment, 
was no leſs agitated ; not was her 
Confuſion leſſened when ſhe ſaw 

the 
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the Duke of Somerſet before her. 
Apprehenſive of the Effects of 
that Jealouſy, which ſhe was too 
well aſſured poſſeſſed his Mind, 
ſhe waited not for a Diſcovery 
of his Sentiments, but threw her- 
ſelf at his Feet in a ſupplicating 
Poſture. Had the known how 
well eſtabliſhed her Empire {till 


was in Somerſet's Heart, ſhe need- 


ed not thus to have humbled her- 
ſelf, but might have exerted her 


Power over him, and have kept 


him at a Diſtance. But unlucki- 
ly as he raiſed her from the 
Ground, he perceived by the 
Alteration in her Shape, ſuch a 
Confirmation of his Rival's 
Triumph, that, mad with jealous 

Fury 
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Fury, he loſt all Power of Re- 


flection, and drawing his Poniard, 
he plunged it into the Breaſt of 
the unfortunate Lady, determined 
to obliterate this viſihle Proof of 
her Infidelity. The Moment he 
had perpetrated the horrid Deed, 
he quitted the Tent, and return- 
ed to his Camp in Agonies-not to 
be deſcribed. Theſe nothing 
could have alleviated, but that 
Attention he found it neceſſary 
to beſtow on the Meaſures pro- 
per to be taken relative to the 
Duke of York. 


Hap Margaret and Somerſet 
dared to have followed the Dic- 
tates of their Revenge, he would 


probably have ſhared the Fate of 
the 
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the Duke of Glouceſter ;- but the 
Situation of Affairs abroad, the 
Diſpoſition of the People, and a 
Rumour that the young Earl of 
March was haſtening with a con- 
ſiderable Army to his Father's Re- 
lief, damped their Violence, and 
made them determine on more 
moderate Proceedings. They ac- 
cordingly ſet the Duke at Liberty, 
but took every Precaution to pre- 
vent any future Diſturbances. To 
this Purpoſe, they obliged him to 
renew his Oath to Henry, ac- 
knowledging himſelf worthy of 
Death, without a legal Proceſs, 
if ever he ſhould be found in 
Arms againſt his Sovereign; and 
alſo to conſent that his Son, the 
Earl of March, ſhould, by ſix 

15 Months 
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Months Impriſonment in the 
Tower, become his Guarantee for 
that Time.—During this Nego- 
ciation, the noble Diſpoſition of 
Lady Anne again ſhewed itſelf; 
and ſhe gave freſh Proofs of the 
Goodneſs of her Heart, and the 
Sweetneſs of her Temper. Im- 
mediate Care was taken of her 
Wound : From the Haſte and 
Agitation in which it was given, 
the Dagger had not pierced the 
vital Parts ; and there were Hopes 
of her Recovery. They had pru- 
dently concealed this Diſaſter 
from the Duke of Vork; but 
Lady Anne fearing that the Diſ- 
covery of it, in all its aggravated 
Circumſtances, might (1, rexch 
him, and fo exaſper*te 15; to 
"card 
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retard the Treaty, made an Ef- 
fort that her weak State would 
ſcarcely allow of: She wrote to 
him an Account of her Situation; 
but to leſſen his Anxiety, repre- 
ſented her Health as being much 
better than it really was. At the 
ſame Time ſhe endeavoured to 
excuſe the Behaviour of Somerlet, 
by imputing it to a Tranſport of 
Jealouſy, which was not unpar- 


donable in a once favoured Lover; 


and for which ſhe doubted not 
but that he had been already ſuffi- 
ciently puniſhed by great Remorſe 
of Conſcience. This generous 
Conduct had the defired Effect; 
the Accommodation took: place, 
and both her Lovers joined in 
ptaiſing her Magnanimity and 

Good- 
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Good-Nature. It cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that the Inveteracy which 
ſubſiſted between two ſuch haugh- 
ty Spirits, could be totally era- 
dicated; but for a Time they 
ſuppreſſed at, and an apparent Re- 
conciliation took place. 


As ſoon as Lady Anne was re- 
covered, the Duke of York ſet 
out for his Seat at Wigmore, on 
the Borders of Wales ; where, in 
a peaceful Retirement, he dedi- 
cated his Time entirely to Plea- 
fure.—-Every ruder Paſſion was 
driven far away—even Ambition, 
which had made too ſure a Lodge- 
ment in the Duke's Breaſt to be 
ever expelled, for a Time was 
lulled aſleep. Nothing was ad- 
mitted 
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mitted that could diſturb their 
Tranquility : — The Trumpets 
ſounded only plaintive Strains 
the ruder Notes of War were laid 
aſide, *© Their Happineſs was 
e viſible to every Obſerver ; it 
% ſparkled in their Eyes, ſpread 
« a ſmiling Serenity over their 
« Faces, and pave a Vivacity and 
« Grace to all their Motions.” 
They again renewed the pleaſing 
Employments that had given them 
ſuch Delight in Ireland. Their 
Caftle became the Center of 
Pleaſure : Beſides a ſmall Com- 
pany of choſen Friends, who 
were admitted to their private 
Parties, every Perſon of Taſte 
and Refinement reſorted to Wig- 
more, to partake of the Amule- 

ments, 
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ments, and to behold the envied 
State of this happy Pair. Their 
Tenderneſs to each other—their 
affable Deportment — their ele- 
gant Stile of Living—and their 
refined Pleaſures — excited the 
Admiration of all that knew 
them. 


AM1DST all theſe Gaieties, Lady 
Anne found Time to indulge 
the natural Benevolence of her 
Heart. Humanity was certainly 
the predominant Affection of her 
Mind. Her Charity was as ex- 
tenſive as her Power, —ſhe ſought 
out real Objects, and found her 
greateſt Pleaſure in contributing 
to their Relief. The wounded 


and diſabled Veteran—the pillag- 
ed 
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ed Family, and the deſolate Ham- 
let (the {ad Effects of civil Diſ- 
cord) aſtorded continual Calls for 
hcr Donations, The old Soldier 
rejoiced in finding an Aſylum 
wherein to reſt his wearied, mang- 
led Limbs—the plundered Family 
with Pleaſure and Surprize, be- 
held their little All reſtored—and 
the Village no longer deſolate, 
heard once more their Flocks 
bleat around them, and ſaw their 
Fields ſmile with the rich Proſpect 
of a plenteous Harveſt, Whilſt 
every Eye was fixed upon my 
Heroine as the great Source (next 
Heaven) of all this Happineſs : 
She, alone, attentive to herFoibles, 
with Sighs lamented her cruel 
Situation, and ſurrounded by all the 

Vanities 
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Vanities of Life, acquieſced in this 
great Truth, that without Virtue 
there is no real Happineſs. In- 
ſpired by Charity the looked 
with Tenderneſs upon the Errors 
of Mankind— judged favourably 
of every Action ; making proper 
Allowances for the Weaknels of 
human Nature— and placed the 
Merit againſt the Failings of her 
Neighbour.—This is true Good- 


neſs, however unintelligible to 


the narrow minded Wretch, who 
places all his Truſt in Forms and 
Shew, the Trappings of Religion: 


WuilsT the Duke of York 
enjoyed himſelf in his Retirement, 


the Queen and her Favourites, by 


their rapacious and tyrannical 
Conduct, 
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Conduct, rendered themſclvcs 
every Day more unpopular and 
diſpleaſing to the Nation. The 
Duke's Friends failed not to make 
a proper Uſe of this Diſpoſition 
of the People; for notwithſtand- 
ing the Miniſtry had compelled 
him to enter into ſuch ſtrict Obli- 
gations, yet as they were extorted 
from him, he did not eſteem 
them binding. Though for ma- 
ny .Months he had appeared im- 
merged in Pleaſure; Ambition 
now again reſumed her Place. 
He. was not without his Adhe- 
rents even in the Council, who 
though they ſeemed devoted to 
the Queen's Intereſt, were watch- 
ing every Opportunity to ſerve 


that Prince, Theſe intimated to 
the 
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the Miniſtry, that as the Peo- 
ple were ſo diſguſted, and as 
the Parliament might come to 
ſome Reſolutions that were not 
quite agreeable, it would be pro- 
per to call in the Duke, and his 
Friends to their Afliſtance, whoſe 
Popularity could carry any Mea- 
ſures through the Houſe. This 
Advice built on ſuch plauſible 


Reaſons was accepted : The Duke 
of York, the Earls of Saliſbury 


and Warwick, with ſome others 
were called to aſſiſt at a Council 
before the Parliament met, where 
they were no ſooner admitted, 
than they ſecured a Majority in 
their Favour, and carried all be- 
fore them. The King, being by 
Illneſs rendered incapable of go- 

verning 
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verning the Kingdom, the Duke 
of Vork was declared Protector 
of the Realm. The firſt Exertion 
of his Authority was ſhewn by 
ſeizing the Duke of Somerſet in 
the Queen's own Apartment, 
and ſending him to the Tower. 
This Indignity offered to Marga- 
ret through her Favourite, highly 
offended and terrified her; but 
ſhe had it not now in her Power 
to ſhew her Reſentment. 


Tu Impeachment againſt the 
impriſoned Duke was ſuffered to 
lie dormant for ſeveral Months, 
to the Amazement of the whole 
Kingdom. But few are acquaint- 
ed with the ſecret Springs of Go- 
vernment. He was indebted for 


Vor, I. 5 this 
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this Lenity to that noble Lady, 
who having once loved him, could 
notwithſtanding his cruel Treat- 
ment, ſo far intereſt herſelf in 
his Favour, as to exert her Pow- 
cr over the Duke of York in his 
Behalf. The Duke, though he 
felt his Jealouſy alarmed whilſt 
ſhe pleaded in his Defence, yet 
yeilded to her Intreaties, and ſup- 
preſſed his Reſentment. 


DvrinG the Time Adminiſ— 
tration remained in other Hands, 
Margaret ſeemed to have dropped 
all her ambitious Schemes, and to 
confine her Attention to the King 
(whoſe Recovery was very doubt- 
tul) and to the Education of her 
Son, But ſuch an intriguing Spi- 

rit 
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rit could not long lie idle. 
| Though ſhe had lately redoubled 
- her Careſſes to Lady Anne, yet ſhe 
1 had never forgiven her Deſertion 
þ N Duke of Vork, the pro- 

fled Enemy of her Family. 
0 Thus, whilſt that unſuſpicious 
t Lady thought herſelf as much in 
t the Queen's Favour as ever, ſhe 
- was laying a Plan for wounding 
the Peace both of her and the 
Duke — ſhe had prevailed on 
{- Bourchier, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
$, bury to make the Earl of Saliſ- 
d bury ſenſible of the Impropriety 


to there was, in ſuffering his Daugh- 
19 ter to continue her preſent Con- 
t- nection with the Duke of York. 


He urged the Heinouſneſs of the 
Crime, and the Stain it brought 


rit I 2 upon 
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upon his Honour. Theſe Remon- 
ſtrances had ſuch an Effect upon 
the Earl, that he ſuffered Lady 
Anne to be privately conveyed 
away by ſome Eccleſiaſtics ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe by the 
Prelate, and ſhut up in a Con- 
vent, at a great Diſtance from 
London. The Queen's principal 
View in this, was to make a 
Breach between Lord Saliſbury 
and the Duke, as well as to pu- 
niſh his Daughter; and in this ſhe 
ſucceeded. 


Wulrsr the Duke of York 
was involved in Surprize and 
Grief, at this ſudden Loſs of a 
Miſtreſs whom he dearly loved, 
he found his Chagrin augmented 


by 
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by an unexpected Event. The 
Queen by her exceſſive Care, had 
procured her Huſband at leaſt the 
Appearance of Health, and as the 
Duke only held his Poſt during 
the King's Inability, he was now 
of courſe obliged to reſign it. 
As he rather expected to be 


informed that his Majeſty was no 
more, judge of his Surprize when 
he heard him demand a Surren- 
der of his Authority. He ſaw 
through the Artifice but had it not 
in his Power to diſpute the Claim: 
However, it whetted his almoſt 
blunted Purpoſes. To this the 
Releaſe of the Duke of Somerſet, 
which naturally followed, did not 
a little contribute. All theſe Ag- 
gravations determined the Duke 


T2 of 
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of Vork to ſeize the firſt Oppor- 
tunity of revenging himſelf; and 
when he had once more attained 
the Superiority, to treat his Ene- 


mies with leſs Lenity than he 
had hitherto done. 


No ſooner was Somerſet at Li- 
berty, than his firſt Thoughts 
were employed on the Steps ne- 
ceſſary to be taken for the Reco- 
very of his loſt Miſtreſs: She 
ſtill maintained her Empire over 
his Heart; and the Exertion of 
her Intereſt in his Behalf during 
his Confinement, convinced him 
that her Diſpleaſure was abated : 
He even flattered himſelf that ſhe 
meant it as an Aſſurance of re- 
turning Love, This greatly al- 
leviated 


„ r - Wo. " W 
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leviated the Gloom of his Impri- 
ſonment, and prompted him to 
attempt the Completion of his 
Happineſs. The Queen made a 
Merit with her Favourite, of the 
Artifice ſhe had employed to de- 
tach Lady Anne from her Lover, 
and he accepted it as an Attone- 
ment for that Negligence, which 
had formerly ſubjected her to his 
Upbraidings. She immediately 
informed him, that Lady Anne 
had been conveyed to the retired 
Convent of Saxchead, ſituated on 
the NorthernBorders of the King- 
dom, and that an Injunction had 
been laid on the Abbeſs, that no 
one ſhould be allowed to ſee her 
without an Order from Court. 


I 4 THis 
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Tx1s Somerſet determined to 
avail himſelf of; and under Pre- 
tence of viſiting the Scottiſh 
Marches, which were threatened 
with an Invaſion, he ſet out for 
the North.—On his Return from 
this Tour, he left his Retinue, 
and, with a few faithful Attend- 
ants, preſented himſelf at the 
Gate of the Convent, producing 
an Order, figned by his own 
Hand as Miniſter, for the imme- 
diate Delivery of the fair Recluſe. 
The Abbeſs, who knew that the 
Confinement of Lady Anne had 
been occaſioned by ſome Reaſons 
of State, heſitated not to obey 
the Order; and though it was 
now late in the Evening, and 
very dark, ſuffered her to be con- 

ducted 
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ducted to a Carriage which had 
been brought for that Purpoſe. 
Somerſet during the Whole of 
this Procedure had not diſcovered 
himſelf ; but deferring the Plea- 
ſure of an Eclairciſſement till he 
ſhould be at Liberty more fully 
to enjoy it, committed her to the 
Care of ſome Perſons whom he 
could confide in, and then re- 
turned to his Train.ä— Lady Anne 
was exceedingly ſurprized at theſe 
Circumſtances; but as the Con- 
finement ſhe was thus releaſed 
from, had been very irkſome to 
one of her lively Diſpoſition, ſhe 
thought any Change would be in 
her Favour. She ſometimes had 
Apprehenſions that this Removal 
proceeded from an Increaſe of 

I 5 Rigour 
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Rigour in .the Earl her Father, 
however, as ſhe was conſcious 
that her Indiſcretions had not 
proceeded from a Depravity of 
Mind, but from a Train of un- 
nappy Circumſtances, which ſhe 
could neither foreſee nor prevent, 
the ſuffered not any Fears to diſ- 
compoſe her during the whole 
Journey. All the Enquiries ſhe 
made to thoſe who eſcorted her, 
could not procure a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer; nor was the Myſtery 
more fully explained, when ſhe 
found herſelf introduced into 
magnificent Apartmentsina Caſtle, 
that, from its Extenſiveneſs and 
Grandeur, ſpoke the Conſequence 
of its Owner. 


Bur 
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Bur ſhe remained not long at 
a Loſs for a perfect Explanation. 
The enraptured Somerſet arrived 
ſoon after his beauteous Prize; 
and entering the Room, threw 
himſelf at her Feet, begging her 
Pardon for the diſagreeable Con- 
finement ſhe had undergone, and 
the Suſpence in which ſhe had 
been kept. He then acknow- 
edged himſelf the Author of 
both, and pleaded the Exceſs of 
hs Paſſion as an Excuſe. Lady 
Anne heard him with Compoſure, 
but remained unmoved; with- 
drawing her Hand, which he had 
ſuddenly laid hold of, with a 
Dignity that kept him in Awe. 
'Tis true ſhe had once loved him 


with an Ardour that few are ca- 


I 6 pable 
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pable of ; but Honour and Hu- 
manity had ſuppreſſed that Love. 
The ſame Honour and Dignity 
of Sentiment inſpired her with 
Reſolution to preſerve inviolate 
her Conſtancy to the preſent Poſ- 
ſeſſor of her Heart. Not all So- 
merſet's Endeavours to rekindle 
a Flame that had once burnt ſo 
fierce; not all his Tears, En- 
treaties, Reproaches, or Threats, 
could move her ſteady Soul; he 
found it ſtored with Delicacy and 
Truth. His high Employments 
obliging him to attend at Court, it 
was but ſeldom that he could viſit 
his lovely Priſoner, whoſe Cool- 
neſs and Indifference could not 
make the leaſt Alteration in his 
Sentiments. He loved her with 

unabated 
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unabated Tenderneſs, and was 


often on the Point of having Re- 


courſe to Violence to obtain a Re- 


turn, which he could not purchaſe 
by Submiſſion, 


ArTEeR ſeveral Months Con- 
cealment, during which the Duke 
of York was almoſt diſtracted, 
Lady Anne found Means to in- 
form him, that ſhe was confined 
at the Duke of Somerſet's Caſtle, 


near St, Alban's. This, added 


to a new Diſgrace he had lately 
undergone, in having the Go- 
vernment of Calais taken from 
him, and conferred on his Rival, 
notwithſtanding he had the King's 
Letters-Patent for it, compleated 
his Fury, and worked him up to 

a otate 
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a State of Deſperation. He ſud- 
denly left the Court, and retired 
into Wales, to raiſe an Army 
with which he might revenge his 
Wrongs, and aſſert his Right to 
the Throne, This he ſoon ef- 
fected, 'as the Welch had been 
always firmly attached to the 
Houſe of Mortimer; and being 
joined by the Earls of Saliſbury 
and Warwick, who, though little 
Diſguſts had ariſen, were his 


ſteady Friends, he marched to 


meet the King, who had put 


himſelf at the Head of his Army. 


Tux Attraction of his fair Miſ- 
treſs probably made him bend his 
Steps towards St. Alban's. On a 
Plain near that Town their Forces 
met, 
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met, and nothing appeared to hin- 
der an Engagement. The Duke, 
to ſhew he had taken up Arms 
purely for the public Good, once 
more made an Offer of diſmiſſing 
his Troops, if the King would 
permit Juſtice to be executed on 
Somerſet; but the Court looking 
on this as a Pretence, and knowing 
that ſome Time or other the 
Quarrel muſt be decided by the 
Sword, rejected his Propoſals. The 
gallant Earl of Warwick, who 
commandedthe Duke's Van- guard, 
expecting this Anſwer, ſuddenly 
fell on the Royal Army ; and be- 
ing ſeconded by the Duke himſelf, 
and the Earl of Saliſbury, who 
headed the Remainder of the 
Forces, ſoon obtained a compleat 

Victory, 
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Victory. Somerſet, exaſperated to 
ſee his Troops give Way, tried 
every Method to rally them, and 
recover the Ground they had loſt, 
but in vain. At laſt, determined 
not to ſurvive the Loſs of his 
Honour, and urged by diſap- 
pointed Love, which made Life 
indifferent to him, he threw him- 
felf amongſt the thickeſt of his 
Enemies, ſeeking out his Rival, 
and calling on his Name. The 
Duke of York, who happened to 
fight near him, haſtened to his 
well known Voice, happy in hav- 
ing found ſo noble a Foe. Rivals 
in Love as well as Glory, and ac- 
tuated by the ſame perſonal Hatred, 
they fought with equal Fury. The 
ſurrounding Troops dropped their 

Swords, 
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Swords, and ſeemed attentive only 
to their Leaders Valour. Alike 
inured to Arms, and {killed in every 
military Art, Victory for a while 
ſeemed undetermined which to 
crown; till at length the ſuperior 
Power of York prevailed. Somer- 
ſet collecting all his Force, levelled 
a deadly Blow at the Head of his 
Antagoniſt, which mult have prov- 
ed deciſive, had he not warded ut 
off with great Dexterity, and be- 
fore Somerſet could recover him- 
ſelf, the Sword of York was bu- 
ried in his Side. This determined 
the Event of the Battle; the few 
Friends who had been able to keep 
Pace with the impetuous Somerſet, 
ſhared his Fate; and the royal 
Army was totally routed with the 

} Loſs 
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Loſs of Five Thouſand Men, not- 
withſtanding the Conteſt laſted ſo 
ſhort a Time. 


Tux King, who was wounded 
in the Neck with an Arrow, fled 
to the neareſt Place of Refuge, 
which happened to be the unhap- 
py Duke of Somerſet's Caſtle. 
Thither the victorious York pur- 
ſued him, and having forced the 
Gates, entered the Room where 
his Majeſty was, followed by the 
Earl of Saliſbury and his Sons. 
Then bending his Knee, he afſu- 
red him, that now the public 
Enemy was dead, he beheld none 
before him but loyal Subjects, 
who only approached him to re- 


ceive his Commands. The firſt 
Uſe 


t 
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Uſe the King made of this Sub- 


miſſion, was to deſire as a Proof 
of their Sincerity, that they would 
immediately put a Stop to the 
Slaughter. Humanity and Piety 
were predominant in Henry's 
Breaſt ; the Horrors of War, and 
the ſanguinary Purpoſes of am- 
bitious Minds, were diſpleaſing to 
him. But this Gentleneſs of Diſ- 
poſition, made him ſubſervient 
to the arbitrary Mandates of 
Margaret and her Favourites, who 
were continually graſping at Power, 
and governing his Subjects with 
a Rod of Iron. 


continued in the Room with the 
King, the Body of Somerſet was 
brought 


WuHiLlsT __ of York 


188 The HISTORY of 


brought in from the Field of Bat- 
tle, and laid on the Floor beſide 
him; for a Moment he looked 
on it, and ſeemed to triumph in 
his Rival's Fall: Then with an 
Air of Diſdain he ſpurned the 
lifeleſs Corpſe, and ſilently turned 
away. An Action, ſo unbecom- 
ing a Man, diſguſted every Be- 
holder; but Haughtineſs was the 
Foible of the Times. The Duke 
little thought, ſo trifling an Act 
as this appeared to him, would 
be attended with ſuch ſerious 
Conſequences; and that in return 


he ſhould receive a heart- felt 
Wound. 


LAp Anne, who had till this 
Hour been confined in Somerſet's 
Caſtle, 


D . 
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Caſtle, waited with Impaticnce 
the Event of the Battle : To her 
inexpreſſible Joy ſhe found that 
her dear York was victorious — 
that he was in Poſſeſſion of the 
Fortreſs which had ſo long been 
her Priſon, and in a Moment 
more ſhe expected to claſp him in 
her faithful Arms. . But how un- 
certain are our molt ſanguine Ex- 
pectations - ſome evil Beings are 
ever ready to daſh the Cup of 
Pleaſure from our Lips. Before 
the Duke of York could get from 
the royal Preſence, ſhe had been 
informed by her Attendants, of 
his ungenerous and unmanly Be- 
haviour to his vanquiſhed Enemy. 
In an inſtant Love fled from her 


Breaſt, and left in its Place a ge- 


nerous 
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nerous Indignation: The ſame 
noble Impulſe that had. driven 
from her Boſom the Murderer 
of the worthy Duke of Glouceſ- 
ter, now baniſhed from her Af 
fection the Spurner of a breathleſ; 
Foe. Though ſhe felt ſo forcibly 
the Power of Love, yet (as[ 
have before obſerved) the Traces 
of Honour were more deeply en- 
graven on her Soul. The Man 
whom ſhe eſteemed, ſhe loved 
with Tenderneſs, but no ſooner 
had he rendered himſelf unworthy 
of that Tenderneſs, by any mean 
and ignoble AA, than ſhe tore 
herſelf from him whatever Pang 
it coſt her. Let not this be term- 
ed Fickleneſs, as it proceeds from 


fo laudable a Motive, —it is only 
the 
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the truly noble and elevated 
Mind that is capable of acting 
in this Manner — thus to ſubdue 
Paſſion by Reaſon, was not an 


ealy Conqueſt. 


RApip and inſtantaneous was 
the Succeſſion of every Event of 
my Heroine's Life : Fortune ſeem- 
ed to take a Pleaſure in varying 
her Situations. She had ſcarcely 
received Information of the Duke 
of York's Behaviour, than the 
Diſguſt that followed cloſe upon 
it, prompted her, to fly from a 
Perſon the could not meet with 
that Cordiality ſhe was accuſtom- 
ed to do. The Confulion that 
reigned in the Caſtle enabled her 
to put this Thought in Execu- 


tion. 
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tion. Taking only a favourite 
Attendant with her, whom Lady 
Anne's engaging Behaviour, whilſt 
at the Caſtle, had attached to her 
Intereſt, ſhe joined the Queen, 
who had retired after the Battle 
into the Town of St. Alban. To 
her ſhe repreſented the Motive of 
her Flight, as procceding from 
the Apprehenſions ſhe was under 
from her Father, and once more 
begged her Protection. 


MARGARET was totally ab- 
ſorbed in Grief, occaſioned by 
the Loſs of the Battle, but more 
particularly by the Death of her 
Favourite. — It was the general 
Opinion at that Time, that So- 
merſet had ſucceeded Suffolk in 


the 
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the Queen's Heart—it might be 


ſo — ſome tranſient . Gallantries 
may have taken Place — but he 
could never ſo far detach his Af- 
fections from Lady Anne as to 
beſtow them on the Queen. Be- 
fides, if this had been really true, 
and ſhe had looked on Lady Anne 
as her Rival, ſhe was always fo 
far Miſtreſs of her Paſſions as to 
make them all ſubſervient to her 
Ambition : Therefore, whilſt that 
Lady could be of any Service to 
her, ſhe reſtrained her Reſent- 
ment. This was now the Caſe : 
Lady Anne had been her Confi- 
dant when ſhe lamented her dear 
Suffolk ; and ſhe knew not a more 
proper Perſon with whom to truſt 


her Feelings for Somerſet. She 
Vor, I. K accord- 
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accordingly gave her a gracious 


| Reception, and poured her Fears 


into her Boſom. 


Tur Duke of York was obliged 
to attend on the King, till the 
State of his Wound was- declared: 
When he could with Propriety 
leave the Room, he flew to find 
the Prize for which he had 
ſought ; but what was his Diſ- 
traction, when he learnt ſhe was 
not to be found? He ordered the 
ſtricteſt Search to be made after 
her, but in vain. To be diſap- 
pointed in ſo confiderable a Part 
of the Fruits he hoped to have 
received from this Victory, was 
more than he was able to bear; 
and he threw himſelf on a Sopha, 
a Prey 
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a Prey to Deſpair. But Lord Sa- 
liſbury, who wondered at this 
ſudden Alteration in his Friend 
as he knew not the Cauſe of his 
Anxiety, ſoon rouſed him from 
this State of Inactivity. He re- 
preſented the Neceſſity there was 
of proceeding directly to London, 
and conjured him to loſe no Time. 
The Duke acknowledged the Pro- 
priety of this Advice, and fol- 
lowed it; cauſing the King to be 
moved to the Capital as ſoon as 
his Wound would permit. There, 
by the Conſent of a Parliament, 
which was ſummoned with all 
poſſible Speed, the Duke of York 
and his Friends were reinſtated in 
all their Honours and Employ- 
ments,—It is to be admired, that 
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the Duke did not ſeize this Op- 
portunity of placing the Crown 
on his own Head, by making 
away with the Prince that was 
his Priſoner : The fanguinary 
Diſpoſition of the Times would 
have ſupported him in it; and 
there were not wanting thoſe of 
his Adherents that adviſed him to 
it: But he would not liſten to 
any Advice that tended to dimi- 
niſh his Glory, or depreciate his 
Honour. Therefore, to preſerve 
his Popularity, and to convince 
the World that he was not ſway- 
ed by Paſſion and Intereſt, he 
left the King and Queen at full 
Liberty. 


Tun 
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True Earl of Warwick had 
greatly ſignalized himſelf at the 
Battle of St. Alban's, and there 
confirmed the Hopes the Nation 
had always entertained of his 
Bravery and great Abilities, He 
was almoſt adored for his Aﬀa- 
bility and Condeſcenſion; which, 
with the Power he derived from 
his immenſe Eſtates, and Num- 
ber of Vaſſals, placed him high in 
the Scale of Conſequence. The 
young Earl of March had fought 
by his Side in the late Battle, and 
given Proofs of that Courage and 
Reſolution, which partly pro- 
cured him the Sovereignty of 
England. To the Earl of War- 
wick he was chiefly indebted for 
his Advancement. There was 


K 3 an 
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an Incquality of a few Years in 
their Age; but a ſincere Friend- 
ſhip had early taken Place between 
them, which laſted the greateſt 
Part of their Lives. 


WuirisT the Duke of York 


enjoyed every Part of Sovereignty 


but the Name, Henry held his 
Court at Greenwich. Margaret, 
whoſe Spirits were never de- 
prefſed, drew around her every 
Well - wiſher to the Houſe of 
Lancaſter. She placed the young 
Duke of Somerſet in the Poſthis Fa- 
ther had enjoyed, and received him 
into the ſame Degree of Favour— 
it has been ſaid—of Affection. By 
the Aſſiſtance of powerful Cordials 


ſhe once more reſtored the King to 
{9 
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ſo much Strength, as enabled him 
to appear in the Houſe of Lords. 
The Lancaſtrian Party being, by 
the Intrigues of the Queen, now 
conſiderably augmented, ſhe in- 
ſiſted on his again diveſting the 
Duke of York of tne Protector- 
ſhip. This Henry did from his 
Throne, and had Intereſt enough 
to get his Demand confirmed by 
the Parliament. At the ſame Time 
Margaret cauſed it to be reported, 
that ſhe intended to ſeize the 
Duke of York, with his moſt 
particular Adherents; and that 
Soldiers were placed for this Pur- 
pole in the different Avenues that 
led to the Parliament - Houſe. 
The Duke finding himſelf thus 
ſuddenly deprived of his Autho- 
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rity, doubted not likewiſe the 
Truth of this Rumour. He knew 
the Queen to be capable of taking 
any unwarrantable Metnods for 
his Deſtruction : This Reflection, 
added to the Surprize he had juſt 
been thrown into, diſarmed him 
of his uſual Reſolution, and cauſed 
him to leave the Houſe in the 
molt private and expeditious Man- 
ner poſſible. Having enjoyed 
his late Power without Controul, 
he had laid afide his Suſpicions, 
and neglected every Step to ſe- 
cure himſelf a Continuance of it 
in caſe of Oppoſition ; his Con- 
fuſion at this j uncture is therefore 
the more excuſable. The Earls 
of Saliſbury and Warwick, ob- 
ſerving his Retreat, ſoon followed 

him ; 
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him; when it was agreed to ſepa- 
rate, till they were better prepar- 
ed to oppoſe Margaret's Power. 
The Duke of Vork retired to his 
Eſtate in Wales, the Earl of Sa- 
liſpury to his Seat at Middlcham 
in Yorkſhire, and Lord Warwick 
returned to his Government of 
Calais, 


| In theſe Retreats they continu- 
ed for ſome Time, till recalled 
| by the King; who had he been 
left to govern according to the 
Dictates of his good Heart, would 
have prevented theſe Contentions, 
and have ſecured the Love of his 
Subjects by his Moderation and 
Equity. He ſaw with Concern 
| ſo many valuable Noblemen dri- 
K 5 ven 
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ven from his Court ; and for once 
exerting his Authority, inſiſted 
that a Reconciliation ſhould take 
Place. For-that End he wrote a 
Letter with his own Hand to 
the Duke of York, wherein he 
defired that he would return with 
his Friends to London, and afliſt 
at his Councils; promiſing that no 
Injury ſhould be done them, and 
declaring that his Intentions were 
ſincere and undiſſembled. They 
obeyed the Summons, and re- 
turned. A Day of public Thankſ- 
giving was appointed on account 
of this extraordinary Reconcilia- 
tion, and a ſolemn Proceſſion 
made to St. Paul's Church ; their 
Majeſties, with all the Court, 
walking two and two, one of 
each 
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each Party, in Token of perfect 
Union. The Duke of York led 
the Queen by the Hand, both with 
a ſmiling Countenance, and an af- 
fable Behaviour, covering the En- 
mity that rankled in their Hearts. 
Rarely does Sincerity, that ami- 
able Virtue, take up her Abode 
with Ambition. The open and 
undiſguifed Proceedings of the 
former, are incompatible with the 
dark and intricate Deſigns of 
thoſe who are continually graſp- 
ing after Power. And what are 
the Rewards of thoſe Perplexities 
and Toils that ever attend the 
Purſuit of it? Confuſion, Blood- 
ſhed, and all the Horrors of War. 
How ſmovth and pleaſant the 
verdant Paths of Honeſty and In- 

K 6 tegrity, 
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tegrity, when compared with the 
thorny crooked Road of Diſſimu- 
lation and Intrigue? 


BzErokE the Rejoicings and 
Entertainments given on Account 
of this Reconciliation were at an 
End, Margaret ſhewed with how 
little Sincerity ſhe had given her 
Hand to the Duke of York. The 
great Abilities of the young Earl 
of Warwick, his Friend, excited 
her Fears. She ſaw in him a 
powerful Enemy ariſing to her 
Houſe, and therefore ſhe deter- 
mined his Fall. For this Pur- 
poſe her Majeſty's Emiſſaries en- 
gaged ſome ct the King's Domeſ- 
tics to pick a Quarrel with the 
Earl's Servants, as they waited 

for 
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for him before the Palace Gates, 
whilſt that Nobleman attended at 
the Council. A Fray conſequent- 
ly enſued ; and though the Earl of 
Warwick's Train was then con- 
ſiderable, yet they were ſoon 
overpowered by the King's Ser- 
vants, who called the Guards to 
their Aſſiſtance. His Lordſhip 
at that unfortunate Moment, came 
from the Council Chamber; he 
ſaw his Servants flying, and found 
himſelf attacked, nor knew the 
Cauſe. To the Queen's Diſpoſi- 
tion he was no Stranger, and 
doubted not but that it was done 
by her Commands; he therefore 
determined to ſell his Life at as 
dear a Rate as poſſible : Imme- 


diately drawing his Sword, and 
rallying 
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rallying the remainder of his At- 
tendants, (for ſeveral of them 
were killed), he made a maſterly 
Retreat to his Bargo, which lay at 
hand ready toreceive him. Though 
encountered by ſuch a Multitude, 
the Earl eſcaped unhurt; his 
very Name ſtriking Terror into 
his Opponents. Being ſoon after 
informed that Orders were iſſued 
for his Commitment to the 
Tower, as he had dared to draw 
his Sword againſt his Majeſty's 
Domeſtics, he ſet out immediately 
for Calais. The Duke of Vork 
and Lord Saliſbury concluding 
from this Attempt, that they 
could not remain in London long 
unmoleſted, withdrew again to 


their Eſtates, There they began 


0 


LADY ANNE NEVILLE. 207 


to raiſe an Army to revenge this 
Affront, for they now thought 
that they had ſufficient Reaſon to 
beheve, that the late Reconcilia- 
tion was only a Scheme to make 
them ſecure, and a more eaſy 
Prey to the Wiles of the Miniſtry. 


In this Employ I ſhall leave 
them, and paſs over thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances which have no imme- 
diate Relation to my Heroine 
(who continued during theſe Tran- 
ſactions with the Queen at Green- 
wich), till I find the two Armies 
encamped near each other at a lit- 
tle Diſtance from Glouceſter, 


That of the Duke of York had 
been reinforced by the Earl of 


Warwick, with a conſiderable part 
of 
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of the Garriſon of Calais. He 
alſo brought with him Sir An- 
drew Trollop, who had greatly 
ſignalized himſelf in the Wars of 
France, and whom they then eſ- 
teemed a great Acquilition to their 
Party. 


MARGARET, who looked into 
Futurity, and always provided for 
every poſſible Contingency, had 
taken Lady Anne Neville with 
her, in Hopes of making her 
ſome way or other contribute to 
the Deſtruction of her Enemies. 
Whilſt the Armies lay encamped 
near each other, tne Queen's 
plotting Head, ever fertile in Ar- 
tifice, (encouraged by the Succeſs 


that had attended her on a fi- 
milar 
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milar Occaſion) was digeſting a 
Plan for drawing the Duke of 
York into her Power, without 
hazarding a Battle. She doubted 
not but that he ſtill retained his 
Love for Lady Anne, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe had forſaken him : 
Therefore taking her into the 
moſt retired Part of the Tent, ſhe 
told her, that ſhe had now an Op- 
portunity of giving ſubſtantial 
Proofs of her Friendſhip, by 
putting a Scheme in Execution 
which would greatly promote her 
(Margaret's) Intereſt. To inſure 
Lady Anne's Obſcrvance of her 
Commands, ſhe ſpared neither 
Promiſes nor Threats. She then 
ordered her to go in the Evening 
to a Village which lay adjacent 

to 
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to the Duke's Camp, from 
whence ſhe was to ſend him a 
Meſſage, importing that ſhe had 
found Means to get ſo near him, 
that ſhe might once more have 
the Satisfaction of ſeeing him, 
This was all Margaret required, 
leaving her further Deſigns unex- 
plained. But Lady Anne was 
aſſured they portended no Good to 
the Duke of Vork: However ſhe 
too well knew the Queen would 
be obcyed, or put her Menaces 
in Exccution ; ſhe therefore con- 
ſented to the Propoſal, and ſet 
out as directed, but without the 
leaſt Intention of fulfilling the Ex- 
pectations of a revengeful Wo- 
man. Though ſhe felt nothing of 
that Ardour for the Duke ſhe had 


Once 
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once done, yet Generoſity and 
Humanity forbid that ſhe ſhould 
thus baſely betray him into the 
Hands of his Enemies : Her no- 
ble Soul diſdained ſo mean a 
Thought. Inſtead of ſending the 
propoſed Meſſage, ſhe wrote to 
warn him of the Danger that 
threatened him, and adviſed him 
to guard againſt the Arts of the 
Queen, who, ſhe aſſured him, was 
reſolved on his Deſtruction. The 
Duke, reſtrained by Prudence 
from attending her himſelf, as 
Lady Anne had not explained the 
Reaſons for her Caution, ſent two 
Officers in whom he could con- 
fide, to thank her for this Proof 
of her Regard: At the ſame 
Time he commiſſioned them to 

uſe 
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ule every Argument, to prevail 
on that Lady to put herſelf once 
more under his Protection. This 
ſhe was not diſpoſed to do; for 
as ſhe founded not her Prejudi- 
ces on flight Grounds, ſhe did 
not readily give them up. 


Tur Gentlemen having inform- 
ed Lady Anne, that they were 
ordered by the Duke to obey im- 
plicitly her Commands, ſhe deſir- 
ed they would aſſiſt her in eſcap- 
ing from the ſmall Guard that 
attended her, and eſcort her to 
Briſtol, that ſhe might there take 
Shipping for Ireland. As Night 
approached when ſhe had reached 
the Village, and it being now 
Dark, this was caſily effected. 


Ir 
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IT 1s neceſſary to inform the 
Reader, that though Margaret had 
not divulged to her fair Friend the 
Extent of her Deſigns, yet ſhe had 
given the Command of a choice 
Body of Cavalry to Somerſet, who 
on receiving Intelligence that the 
Duke had obeyed the Summons, 
was to carry him off. A Delay 
from an unexpected Event, gave 
Lady Anne Time to eſcape. The 
Queen had not truſted to this 
Scheme alone; for the {ame Eve- 
ning ſhe cauſed a Proclamation to 
be diſtributed amongſt her Ene- 
mies, promiſing a Pardon to all 
the Adherents of the rebellious 
Lords, provided they would lay 
down their Arms. The Duke of 
York's Troops, imagining that 
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the King offered them a Par- 
don, from a Conſciouſneſs of his 
his Superiority, concluded there 
was no Time to be Joſt in accept- 
ing it ; they accordingly diſperſed 
with the greateſt Expedition. Sir 
Andrew Trollop, who command- 
ed the Detachment from Calais, 
and in whom Lord Warwick 
thought he could have placed the 
greateſt Confidence, was the firit 
to ſet the Example; going early in 
the Night with the Forces under 
his Command over to the King. 
They wcre met by Somerſet, who 
was by this Incident obliged to re- 
turn to the royal Camp, inſtead of 
procceding to the Village as ap- 
pointed. From theſe Troops he 
learned, that the Dukeof York was 

ſtill 
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ſtill in his Tent, but making Prepa- 
rations for kis Flight. As Somerſet 
was unacquainted withLady Anne's 
Sentiments, he doubted not but 
that ſhe would return to the Queen, 
when ſhe found the Duke did not 
attend her Summons ; he there- 
fore thought it unnecetlary to fol- 
low her : She had conſequently 
Time to purſue her own Meaſures. 


Tre Duke of York and his 
F riends, ſeeing themſelves thus 
ſuddenly deſerted, were obliged to 
have Recourſe to Flight to ſave 
their Lives. That Prince, and his 
Son the Earl of Rutland, fled by 
way of Wales into Ireland ; whilſt 
the Earl of Saliſbury, and Lord 
Warwick, taking with them the 

Earl 


8 # 
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Earl of March, bent their Courſe 


towards Southampton, in their 
Rout to Calais. 


Lapy Anne arrived at Briſtol 
the next Morning, but found no 
Ship ready to fail for Ireland. An 
Account of the important Events 
of the paſt Night, — Margaret's 
Succeſs, —and the Flight of the 
Lords of the White Roſe, reached 
that City ſoon after her: It conſe- 
quently not being a Place of ſafe- 
ty, ſhe followed the Advice of the 
two Officers that attended her, 
and ſet off for Southampton; be- 
ing aſſured of finding an Aſylum 
with her Brother at Calais. As 
ſhe inherited a conſiderable Share 
of the Courage and Reſolution of 


her 
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her Family, the bore the Fatigues, 
and encountered the Dangers that 
attended her Flight, with great 
Steadineſs. 


On her Arrival at Southampton, 
ſhe found there was a Ship ready 
to ſail for Calais; and without 
making any further Enquiries, 
went on Board. She had been 
in the Cabin but a few Mo- 
ments, when to her inexpreſſible 
Surprize, ſhe ſaw her Father and 
Brother enter. Whilſt the Earl 
beheld her with a ſtern Counte- 
nance, and ſeemed to demand with 
his Eyes the Reaſon of her being 
there, ſhe threw herſelf on her 
Knees before him. Supported by 
a Conſciouſneſs of the Rectitude 

Vol. I. L of 
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of her Heart, ſhe was not in the 
leaſt terrified, but calmly told 
him, that having made the Queen 
her Enemy, by endeavouring to 
preſerve the Duke of York from 
her Machinations, ſhe was ſeck- 
ing for a Place of Refuge. A; 
the Earl was zealous in the Duke'; 
Cauſe, even to Enthuſiaſm, this 
was the only String on which ſhe 
could have touched to ſoften him; 
it inſtantly vibrated to his Heart, 
and produced ſo much Compla- 
cency as permitted him to demand 
a further Explanation. His Daugh- 
ter accordingly gave him a Reci- 
tal of the whole Tranſaction, 
whilſt he, in Conſideration of 
ſuch noble ConduR, granted her 
his Pardon, and gave her an at- 
feticonate 
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le fectionate Embrace. But when 

d the Earl would have prevailed on 

n her to divulge thoſe Secrets, with 

0 which, from her great Intimacy 

n with the Queen, ſhe muſt have 

7 been intruſted, that Honour and 

\s Delicacy of Sentiment for which 

8 ſhe was remarkable, came to her 

15 Aid; and ſhe could not be per- 

c ſuaded to be guilty of a Breach 7 
j of Confidence, even to her Ene- 1 
t, mies. Her Father could not diſ- f 
1 approve of her Generoſity, and 

d finding her reſolute, ceaſed his 

1 Solicitations. The Ship in which $ 
0 they were embarked, had been 4 
1, previouſly ordered to take the Earl 
of of March and his Friends on 

er Board; Lady Anne accompanied 

f. L 2 them, 
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them, and remained at Calais till 
after the Battle of Northampton. 


Tur Queen being determined 
to deprive the Earl of Warwick 
of his Government, ſent the Duke 
of Somerſet to take Poſſeſſion of 
it; however, all the Attempts he 
made were ineffectual. Whilſt 
he was employed in the Attack, 
a Fleet was fitted out to carry 
Succours to him ; but it being 
detained at Sandwich by contrary 
Winds, the indefatigable Earl of 
Warwick reſolved to take Advan- 
tage of this Delay. In purſuance 
of this Plan he collected together 
all the Ships he could, and with 
a choſen Body of Troops failed in 
the Night from Calais. At the 

Break 
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Break of Day he landed, and 
ſurprized all the Officers in their 
Beds. Having them in his Pow- 
er, he found Means to gain the 
Soldiers and Mariners, and car- 
ried off the whole Fleet. 80 
rich a Booty, for they were well 
provided with Ammunition and 
Stores, repaid his Intrepidity, and 
was of great Service to him in 
proſecuting the War. 


BEING thus provided with a 
conſiderable naval Force, Lord 
Warwick ſailed for Ireland, to 
concert with the Duke of York 
proper Meaſures for their mutual 
Defence. On his Return to Ca- 
lais he met in the Channel the 


Royal Fleet, commanded by the 
L 3 Duke 
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Duke of Excter, who had been 
ſent to intercept him : But ſuch 
was the Reputation of Warwick, 
ſo much was he beloved by the 
People, and dreaded by his Ene- 
mies, that the Admiral, - fearing 
he ſhould be defeated, declined 
the Attack, and ſuffered him to 
ſail back unmoleſted. Every 
Hour the Earl's Fame increaſed, 
and every Day produced new 
Proofs of his invincible Courage. 


As I do not propoſe to give a 
general Hiſtory of the War, I 
ſhall drop every unimportant Cir- 
cumitance. — At the Battle of 
Northampton, Lord Warwick 
commanded the right Wing of 
the Duke of York's Army: The 


Earl 
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Earl of March had the nominal 
ſupreme Command, in the Ab- 
ſence of his Father, who was 
{till in Ireland; but the Succeſs 
of the Day might be attributed to 
the Experience and Valour of the 
Earl of Saliſbury and his Son. 
The Dukes of Somerſet and Buck- 


ingham were at the Head of the 


Royaliſts, whilſt the Queen kept 
at ome Diſtance, to iſſue out her 
Orders as ſhe ſhould fee them ne- 
ceſſary. The King remained in 


his Tent, waiting the Ifſue of a 
Battle, which, in all Appearance, 


was to ſecure him the Crown, or 
deprive him of it for ever. The 
Conteſt laſted ſeveral Hours, till 
the Royal Army, diſheartened by 
the Deſertion of Lord Grey at- 

L 4 tended 
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tended by a conſiderable Body of 


Troops, was at laſt routed, with 
the Loſs of Ten Thouſand Men; 
amongſt whom were many Offi- 
cers of Diſtinction. The Queen, 
the young Prince of Wales, and 
the Duke of Somerſet, eſcaped to 
Durham. The unfortunate King, 
who continued in his Tent, praying 
for a Ceſſation of theſe Horrors, 


and reſigned to his Fate, fell once 


more into the Hands of the vic- 
torious Lords; who treating him 
with the greateſt Reſpect, con- 
veyed him to Northampton, and 
from thence to London. The 
Duke of Vork immediately re- 
turned from Ireland, and a total 
Revolution of courſe took Place: 
The Friends of his Houſe ſup- 

planted 
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planted thoſe of Margaret, and 
were for a Time the Rulers of the 
Nation. 


Lavpy Anne, who had return- 
ed to England on this Succeſs, 
now happy in a Reconciliati- 
on with her Family, appeared 
once more at Court, and again 
gave way to that Chearfulneſs 
and Gaiety which had been fo 
long ſuppreſſed, The Duke of 
York found frequent Opportuni- 
ties to renew his Solicitations with 
an Ardour equal to his Paſſion, 
which Abſence had not abated. 
His Miſtreſs for a long Time 
withſtood them ; but not being 
of an obdurate Diſpoſition, ſhe 
at length laid aſide her Diſguſt, 

L 5 and 
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and received him again to her Fa- 
vour. Ambition may have had 
ſome Share in the Conqueſt of 
her Indifference : To ſce the Firſt 
Man in the Kingdom at her Feet, 
was a great Temptation to a fe- 
male Heart ; eſpecially as it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that the real 
Tenderneſs ſhe had once felt for 
him, could be entirely eradicat- 
ed: It lay ſmothered in her Breaſt, 
and fanned by the tender Sighs 
of her Lover, was ſoon rekindled, 


and blazed out anew. They were 
now ſenſible of an Increaſe of 


Happineſs from theInterruption it 
had received ; and returned with 
redoubled Friendſhip to each 
others Arms, 


HENRY 
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Henky ever uſed to Controul, 
and though ſeated on a Throne 
born only to obey, beheld theſe 
Revolutions with Compoſure; 
giving the ſame Sanction to the 
Duke of Vork as he had done be- 
fore to Margaret and her Favou- 
rites. Nothing could diſturb his 
Serenity; a Happineſs that he en- 
joyed alike, whether in his Palace 
or in a Priſon. All Authors have 
termed this Indifference an Imbe- 
cillity of Mind; but it is more 
probable, that it proceeded from 
a juſt Way of Thinking; which, 
had he been left uncontrouled, 
and ſuffered to manifeſt by his 
Actions, would have tended more 
to the real Welfare of his Subjects, 
than the ambitious Schemes of 

. his 
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his Predeceſſors. His gentle 
Sway would have been productive 
of calm Enjoyments, and uninter- 
rupted Peace. So many power- 
ful Subjects would not have pe- 
riſhed, or noble Families have 


been enfeebled. But the warlike 


Diſpoſition of the People of that 
Age (or as it may more properly 
be termed, the Ferocity of the 
Times, which was yet untamed 
by Arts and Learning) would not 
allow this pacific Temper t to be a 
royal Attribute. 


HAPPY would it have been for 
Henry, had his Lot been caſt in 
a private Station, Then could 
he have enjoyed the tranquil De- 
lights his Soul panted after, —the 


Pleaſures 
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Pleaſures of Love, and the inno- 
cent Joys of Society. Inſtead of 
this, his Doom, after he reached 
his riper Years, was conſtant 
Trouble, and unceafing Tumult. 
United to a Temper oppoſite to 
his own, he was forced by the 
imperious Margaret to adopt Mea- 
ſures repugnant to the Dictates 


of his humane Heart. Alas, how 
fatal were the Conſequences ! In- 
volved for many Years in bloody 
Conteſts—one Day a King, the 
next a Priſoner—dragged from a 
ſplendidThrone, toall theHorrors 
of a gloomy Tower—the Scene 
at laſt cloſed by a vile Ruffian's 
Hand. Had this Prince lived in 
leſs ſanguinary Times he would 
have been a Bleſſing to his King- 


dom ; 
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dom; his Character would have 
been drawn by Hiſtorians in truer 
Colours, and placed by Poſterity 
in a more juſt and favourable 


Light. His pious Reſignation, 


and that Fortitude which ſupport- 
ed his truly heroic Mind under 
all the Viciſſitudes of his Life, 
would not have been called Weak- 
nels and Imbecillity. 


'T1s impoſſible for a Perſon 
who writes the Hiſtory of thoſe 
warlike Ages, in his Deſcription 
of heroic Deeds to avoid being in- 
ſpired by the Ardour with which 
they were performed. This En- 
thuſiaſm tinctures the whole of 
his Detail, —his Humanity is laid 
aſleep, —he forgets at what an Ex- 

| pence 
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pence they were atchieved, and 
omits in his Account all thoſe 
Horrors and Devaſtations which 
naturally attend them. No Cha- 
racter is worthy his Attention, 
that is not thus heroically Mad; 
or any Actions worth recording, 
but what are animated by this 
martial Ardour, and ſtained with 
Cruelty and Bloodſhed. This 
Obſervation ſeems to be peculiar- 
ly applicable to Henry the Sixth, 
All Hiſtorians dwell very ſlightly 
on his Qualifications, and com- 
prize his Character in theſe few 
Words A Cowl would have be- 


& come him better than a2 


« Crown.” As if Piety and a paci- 
fic Diſpoſition were incompatible 


with a Throne. I wiſh to reſcue 
his 


** 


W 


** 
—— bn 

— — „ 

— — 4 


228 22 
— 


4 


r Wn —e - 


— — 


! 

+ 
$4 
i 

: 

: 4 
„ ' 
- 

1 


— 
- 
. ⅛˙— 


232 The HISTORY of 


his Name from Oblivion ; and 
notwithſtanding I have ſaid in 
the Beginning of this Work, 
* That though Prudence, Good- 
* nature, Temperance, and Piety, 
* may be the only Virtues neceſ- 
* ſary in private and domeſtic 
« Life; yet Penetration, Juſtice, 
„ Valour and Reſolution muſt be 
added to them, to compleat the 
* regal Character: Yet the for- 
mer valuable Qualifications ought 
to be commemorated; as the 
Prince that poſſeſſes them may 
make a good King, though he 
might not make a great One. 


ALTHOUGH unſupported by 
the hiſtoric, I find my Opinion 
confirmed by the dramatic Mule, 

whoſe 
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whoſe Records are not always 
erroneous. The following Ex- 
tracts from Shakeſpear, will ſhew 
in what Eſtimation Henry was 
held by that great Judge of Man- 
kind— that Favourite of Nature, 
to whom ſhe imparted all her 
Secrets, teaching him to diſſect 
the human Heart, and catch the 
Paſſions as they flowed at every 
warm Pulſation. He thus makes 
Henry ſpeak the humane and ra- 
tional Dictates of his Heart, and 
deſcribe the pleaſing Satisfaction 
that reſulted from his Endeavours 
to promote the Happineſs of his 
Subjects. 


I have 
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I bave not ſtop'd mine ears to their demands, 
Nor potted off their ſuits with flow delays; 
My pity hath been balm to heal their wounds, 
My mildneſs hath allay'd their ſwelling griefs, 
My mercy dry'd their water-flowing tears. 
I have not becn deſirous of their wealth, 
Nor much oppreſt them with great ſubſidies, 
Nor forward of revenge, tho' they much err'd. 
Hixgy VI. Third l'art. 


Alas! I thought them men, and rather hop'd 

To win their hearts by mildneſs than ſeverity, 

My foul was never form'd for cruelty, 

In my eyes juſtice has ſeem'd bloody, 

When on the city gates I have beheld 

A traitor's quarters parching in the ſun, 

My blood has turned with horror at the fight; 

I rook them down, and bury'd with his Limbs, 

The memory of the dead man's deeds, 
R1icnARDd the III. 


Would I were dead, it Heaven's good will 
were ſo; 

For what is in this world but grief and cre ? 

What noiſe and buſtle do kings make to find 
it ? Dir ro. 


Manv 
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Many Parts of theſe hiſtorical 
Plays, are fo beautifully deſcrip- 
tive of this Monarch's Goodneſs 
of Heart, that I beg Leave to re- 
fer my Readers to them. He 1s 
not there deſcribed as void of 
Feelings, or weak in his Under- 
ſtanding, but ſenſible of Injuries, 
and of his unhappy Situation, yet 
bearing his Misfortunes like a 


Man. 


THex Queen, ſince the Battle of 
Northampton, had been {ſeparated 
from the King her Huſband, and 
continued ſtill in the Northern 
Parts of the Kingdom, making uſe 
of, every Effort to re-eſtabliſh the 
broken Honours of her Houſe. Her 
Aſſiduity and Perſeverance were at 


laſt 
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laſt ſucceſsful; and ſhe again ſaw 
herſelf at the Head of Ten Thou- 
{and Men. The Duke of York, 
who had lived in perfect Security, 
with his Foot on the Steps of the 
Throne, expecting every Moment 
a Call to mount it, received with 
Surprize the News of Margaret's 
Progreſs. She had cauſed it to be 
given out, that ſhe was retired 
with the Prince of Wales her Son, 
to France. The Duke thought 
her there, and doubted not but 
that he ſhould receive timely No- 
tice of any Renewal of her At- 
tempts. He knew her enterpriz- 
ing Spirit, and was convinced, that 
as ſoon as ſhe could raiſe a ſufficient 
Force the would not be idle ; but 
he did not imagine ſhe could have 

been 
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been ſo expeditious. When he 
had received certain Intelligence 
that ſhe was in Arms, he colle&ed 


all his Troops, and marched to- 
wards the North. Hais little Ar- 


my conſiſted only of Five Thou- 
ſand Men, brought him by theEarl 
of Saliſbury; but theſe were Vete- 
rans, and ſuch as he could confide 
in. The Remainder he left with 
his Son the Earl of March, giv- 
ing him Orders to follow the ſame 
Rout, after making an Augmen- 
tation, and allowing them proper 
Reſt and Refreſhment. The In- 
formations he received, had not 
ſpecified the Number of the 
Queen's Troops, but he was per- 
ſuaded thoſe he had with him, 
were ſufficient to ſtop her fur- 

ther 


1 
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ther Progreſs. In this he was 
however miſtaken; for Margaret 
had made ſuch good Uſe of her 
Time, as to raiſe a much ſupe— 
rior Force to the Duke's. 


IT appears ſtrange to us, that an 
Army could be levied in fo ſhort 
a Time, as the Accounts of thoſe 
Ages aſſure us was done: But it 
ſhould be remembered, that the 
Yeomenry were then Vaſſals to the 
Lords. One Part of the Tenure 
on which they held their Lands 
was, that they ſhould do Suit and 
and Service, and attend their Lord 
compleatly armed for a certain 
Number of Days, whenever he 
took the Field. Of courſe, as 
the Knights (for ſuch were all the 
great 
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great Men) were then ever ready 
from their martial Diſpoſitions to 
obey the firſt Summons, they iſ- 
ſued their Orders to their Depen- 
dants, and a large Body of Men 
was ſoon collected. 


Wur the Duke of York reach- 
ed the Place where Margaret was 
encamped, he perceived his Miſ- 
take; and not being ſtrong enough 
to cope with her in the Field, he 
threw himſclf into Sandale Caſtle, 
near Wakefield in Vorſhire; de- 
termined to wait there for the 
Reinforcements his Son was to 
bring him. He knew his Enemy 
could not force him from thence 
without Artillery ; and as ſhe was 
not ſupplied with any, he had no 

Appre- 
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Apprehenſions from an Attack. 
The Queen, greatly ſuperior in 
the Number of her Troops, was 
vexed to ſee her Adverſary thus 
ſheltered from her Fury. She 
dreaded the Approach of the Earl 
of March, which might render 
her Succeſs doubtful ; therefore 
ſhe tried every Stratagem to draw 
the Duke from his-Retreat. She 
appeared before the Walls of the 
Caſtle herſelf; now threatening 
him, then upbraiding him with 
Cowardice, and telling him, that 
a Man who aſpired to a Crown 
mult be utterly unworthy of it, 
to be thus braved by a Woman, 
The Duke of York had till then 
acted with the greateſt Prudence 
and Conduct: During the Wars 

in 
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in France he had ſhown no leſs 
Wiſdom than true Valour ; but 
in this Caſe he ſuff:red his Cou- 
rage to get the better of his Diſ- 
cretion ; and though he was re- 
ſtrained a Thouſand Times a Day 
by the prudent Earl of Saliſbury 
(the Ulyſſes of the Age), yet at 
laſt his Perſeverance prevailed over 
his Friend's Arguments, and he 
ſuffered himſelf to be drawn into 
the Field. He flattered himſelf, 
that the Experience and oft-tried 
Intrepidity of his Troops, would 
make up for the Deficiency of their 
Number; but he knew not how 
great that Deficiency was, Mar- 
garet having taken the Precaution 
to conceal a large Body of Troops 

Vox. I. M behind 
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behind a Hill, which intercepted 
the View of them from the Caſtle. 


Tux Duke drew up his little 
Army with great Propriety on 
Wakefield Green, conſulting the 
Situation of the Ground, and 
chooſing the moſt advantageous 
Poſts, He waited not long for 
the Queen, who, before his Troops 
were ſcarcely formed, charged 
them with great Impetuoſity. 
Theſe he probably might have 
been able to oppole, notwithſtand- 
ing their ſaperior Numbers ; but 
whilſt he was thus vigorouſly at- 
tacked in Front, thoſe that lay in 
Ambuſh iſſued out, and fell on his 
Rear. This unexpected Aſſault 
cauſed ſuch Confuſion amongſt his 

Men, 
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Men, that in leſs than half an 
Hour, they were entirely routed. 
The Duke too late repented of his 
fatal Error; but ſtill his Courage, 
and Deſire of Revenge, ſupported 
him. The old Earl of Saliſbury, 
who fought near his Friend, in- 
ſtead of reproaching him for de- 
ſpiſing his Advice, determined to 
ſhare the Fate of the Day with 
him. Like two Lions on the 
Plains of Lybia encompaſſed by 
a Troop of Hunters, they dealt 
Death and Deſtruction around 
them; till at laſt the Duke over- 
powered by Numbers, concluded 
a Life of Glory on a well-fought 
Field. The Earl of Saliſbury, 
covered with Wounds, and unable 
any longer to wield his Sword, 

M 32 was 
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was taken Priſoner ; his bleeding 
Body being carried to Pontefract, 
he was immediately beheaded, la- 
menting the Cruelty of his Fate, 
that had not permitted him to 
breathe his laſt by the Side of his 
Friend, on the Bed of Honour. 


Tu Havock ended not here; 
the young Earl of Rutland (the 
Duke of Vork's ſecond Son), then 
not above twelve Years old, ſeeing 
the Event of the Day, endeavour- 
ed to eſcape into the Caſtle ; but 
was overtaken by Lord Clifford, 
who inhumanly plunged his Dag- 
ger into the defenceleſs Breaſt of 
the lovely Youth. On Account 
of his tender Years he was accom- 
panied by his Governor, who 

threw 
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threw himſelf on his Knees before 
the inexorable Clifford, and uſed 
every Intreaty to preſerve the 
young Prince's Life—his Supplica- 
tions were in vain: Revenge urged 
Clifford on, and nothing could 
reſtrain his Cruelty. His Father 
Thomas Lord Clifford having been 
ſlain at the Battle of St. Alban's, 
by the Duke of York, this Lord 
ſwore he would not leave one 
Branch of the York Line ſtand- 
ing; and he is {aid to have killed 
ſo many of its Adherents that Day 
with his own Hand, that he was 
thence forward called the Butcher. 
As ſoon as he had diſpatched the 
Son, he returned to the Field of 
Battle, and ſeeking out the Body 
of the Father, cut off his Head, 


M 3 crowned 


246 The HISTORY of 


crowned it with a Paper Crown, 
and fixing it on the Point of his 
Lance, preſented it to the Queen. 
Margaret viewed it for ſome Time 
with a malicious Pleaſure, and 
having expreſſed her Satisfaction 
at ſeeing her avowed Enemy de- 
prived of all his Power, ſhe order- 
ed it to be placed upon the Walls 
of the City of York. 


Tnus was the Duke of York 
bereaved by Death, of a Crown 
to which he had an undoubted 
Right—of which his great Quali- 
fications rendered him worthy — 
and which he ſeemed to be almoſt 
on the Point of poſſeſſing. A 
Lenity that proved- the Goodneſs 
of his Heart, and made him more 
deſerving 
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deſerving of the Throne, pre- 
vented his wading through the in- 
nocent Blood of Henry to it. 
Preceding Ages would have fur- 
niſhed him with many Examples 
in Support of ſanguinaryMeaſures, 
had Precedent alone been want- 
ing; but a laudable Moderation 
prompted him rather to ſuppreſs 
his Claims, and wait for a more 
favourable Opportunity of aſſert- 
ing them, than to proſecute them 
at the Expence of his Humanity, 
and owe his Elevation like Henry 
the Fourth, to Cruelty and Fraud. 
Violent Proceedings would have 
been much more warrantable in 
the Duke of York, as he might 
have proved a Title to his Pre- 


tenſions, which neither the De- 
M 4 ſerts 
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ſerts of his Opponents, nor a long 
uninterrupted Poſſeſſion, could 
in validate. Whilſt the Duke 
lived, the King was treated with 
the ſame Degree of Deference and 
Reſpect, he had received in his 
moſt proſperous Days; Adminiſ- 
tration was only transferred from 
Margaret to the Duke ; and this 
much more to the Satisfaction of 
the People, who did not approve 
of the Queen's arbitrary Conduct. 
The Duke of York's Forbearance 
merits the greateſt Encomiums; 
and as in thoſe Days, when Acts 
of Violence received the Sanction 
of Cuſtom, he liſtened to the 
Dictates of Humanity, and did 
not make an improper Uſe of his 
Power, let his Name be received 


by 
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by Poſterity with Honour, and 
placed in the Rank of worthy 
and renowned Princes. 


Lapy Anne, who had heen 
prevented by the ſudden March 
of her Lover from accompany- 
ing him, remained in London. 
But how ſhall I paint her Grief 
when ſhe heard the melancholy 
Tidings? On a Heart ſo ſuſcep- 
tible of the tender Paſſions as 
hers, the Impreſſion muſt be deep 
and laſting. Since her Reconcilia- 
tion with the Duke, ſhe had bu- 
ried in Oblivion the Cauſe of her 
Diſguſt : His many amiable Qua- 
lities overbalanced in her Mind 
one imprudent and inconſiderate 
Action, and ſhe reſtored him to 

M 5 that 
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that Place in her Affection he had 
ſo long enjoyed. Judge then, 
what muſt be her Feelings on this 
ſudden Stroke. She lamented him 
with Sincerity, and that ſhe 
might be able to indulge her Sor- 
row without Reſtraint, ſhe retir- 
ed to a Convent where ſhe re- 
nounced all Society, and would 
not admit the Viſits of her deareſt 
Friends. There, were all her 
Hours embittered by the Remem- 
brance of the Happineſs they 
had enjoyed together — All the 
Duke's heroic Deeds, in which 
ſo oft ſhe had prided herſelf, and 
ſhared in his Glory — every 
generous or benevolent Action, 
the Plan of which perhaps ſhe 
had ſuggeſted — every endear- 


ing 
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ing Moment, employed in ſocial 
Acts of Friendſhip — now paſſ- 
ed in Review before her Eyes, 
and cauſed her to feel his Loſs 
with greater Pungency. The 
lenient Hand of Time alone 
could give her any Comfort. 
Happy 1s it for Mortals, that 
Grief is only an Exotic in the 
human Breaſt,— the Soil does not 
naturally afford Nutriment for its 
conſtant Growth.,— Gay bloom- 
ing Hopes, and ever young De- 
fires (the native Flowerets of the 
Heart) ſpring up around, and 
choak the baneful Weed — the 
more Juxuriant it grows, the 
quicker its Decay; then Cheartful- 
neſs ſpreads its refreſhing Verdure 
over the Soul, and flouriſhes again. 


M 6 LoRD 
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Lorp Warwick's and the Earl 
of March's Grief for the Loſs of 
their beloved Fathers, was ſwal- 
lowed up in firm Reſolves of Fury 
and Revenge. The latter was 
in Wales recruiting his Army, 
which by this Time amounted to 
Twenty Thouſand Men; and he 
1 was on the point of marching to 
the Aſſiſtance of his Father, when 
the News of his Defeat and Death 
reached him. The Earl of War- 
wick continued in London for 


the Defence of ſo important a 
Place. 


MARGARET elated with her 
Succels at Wakefield, marched 
towards the Capital, as ſhe did 
not doubt but that the Citizens, 
fright- 
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frightened at the Appearance of 
her victorious Army, would of 
their own Accord drive out the 
Earl of Warwick, and open their 
Gates on her Approach, His 
Lordſhip appeared to be of the 
{ame Opinion, ſince he choſe ra- 
ther to go out and fight the 
Queen, than ſtay within the 
Walls. This he doubtleſs would 
not have done before the Arrival 
of the Earl of March, had he 
been ſure of the City. He was 
however reinforced by a Body of 
the Train-bands, as the Citizens 
could not behold with Indiffe- 
rence the Ravages committed by 
the Queen's Troops, who aſſiſted 


her chiefly for the Sake of Plunder, 
and 
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and ſpread Deſolation wherever 


they came. 


Tu two Armies met on Ber- 
nard's Heath, near St. Alban's. 


The Battle at firſt was very fierce 


on both Sides, but Lord Love- 
lace who commanded one of the 
Wings of Warwick's Army, ei- 
ther through Treachery, or for 
ſome other Reaſon, not charging 
ſoon enough, Victory declared 
for the Queen. The Vanquiſhed 
loſt near Three Thouſand Men ; 
and the King, whom the Earl had 
brought with him for the greater 
Security, fell again into the Hands 
of his own Party. Lord War- 
wick did as much as an able 
General, and a brave Knight, 
could 
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could do. He himſelf covered 
the Retreat, giving way Step by 
Step, and by this Means prevent- 
ed a preater Slaughter : But nci- 
ther Prudence nor Valour can 
withitand the Diſadvantages that 
muſt ariſe from the Treachery 
or Neglect of a Perſon, to whom 
a Share of the Command is in- 
truſted. Lord Bonville to whoſe 
Care the King had been commit- 
ed, ſtaid with him after the De- 
feat, on Aſſurance of Pardon given 
him by Henry: But Margaret, 
regardleſs of her Huſband's Pro- 
miſe, ordered the Head of that 
Nobleman to be immediately 
ſtruck off. The King, though 
he wiſhed to preſerve his Honour 
inviolate, yet had not the Power 

| to 
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to prote him from his revenge- 
tul, and arbitrary Wife. 


Tye Queen reaped no great 
Advantage from her late Victory; 
for when ſhe heard that the Earl 
of March was at Hand with a 
very conſiderable Army, and that 
he had been joined by the Remain- 
der of thoſe who were lately 
routed; ſhe thought it not pru- 
dent to proſecute her intended 
Plan, but retired again into the 
North. 


Tux Earl of March rejoiced 
that the Queen voluntarily yielded 
him the Metropolis, and entered 
it in Triumph. Being now in the 
Bloom of Youth, remarkable for 
the 
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the Beauty of his Perſon, for his 
Bravery, his Activity, his Affa- 
bility, and every popular Quality, 
he was received by the Citizens 
(who for ſome Years had been 
attached to the Houſe of York) 
with the loudeſt Acclamations, 
and every Teſtimony of the fincer- 
eſt Joy. The Caution wherewith 
the late Duke had thought fit to 

proceed, had been ſo much to his 
Prejudice, that the Friends of the 
Earl his Son concluded, that it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to lay 
aſide all Reſerve, and place him 
at once on the Throne. Purſuant 
to this Reſolution, the Earl of 
Warwick drew up the Army in 
St. John's Fields, near the Walls 


of the City, Then cauſing the 
great 
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great Concourſe of People, that 
flocked in Conſequence of ſo grand 
a Sight, to be formed into a Circle, 
he rode into the Center, and read 
aloud the Agreement between the 
King, and the late Duke of York; 
with the late Act of Parhament, 
whereby it was ratified. Which 
done, he told the Citizens, that 
it was notorious Henry had vio- 
lated this Agreement, and by 
that had forfeited, according to the 
Act of Parliament, his Right to 
the Crown. Then raiſing his 
Voice, the Earl aſked his Audi- 
tors, whether they would have 
Henry of Lancaſter for their King? 
The whole Multitude crying No, 
No; he demanded, whether ac- 
cording to the Agreement juſt 

read 
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read to them, they would have 
Edward Son of the late Duke of 
York for their Sovereign, to which 
all the People replied, with Ac- 
clamations that proved their Con- 
ſent. The natural Eloquence of 
the Earl of Warwick, his en- 
gaging Manners, and great Po- 
pularity, inſured him Succeſs; 
and it might with Truth be ſaid, 
that Edward was principally in- 
debted to him for his Crown. 
The World was ſo well convinced 
of it, that he acquired by it the 
Title of the King-maker ;” and 
when we conſider his excellent 
Character, and immenſe Poſſeſ- 
fions, we ſhall not, wonder at the 
Greatneſs of his Power. 


AUTHORS 


260 The HISTORY of 


Au rkhoks “ ſtrive to outvyie 
each other in ſoanding forth his 
Praiſes. They all agree that he was 
frank, open and ſincere; that he 
{corned to ſay a Thing he did not 
think, and never made a Promiſe 
he did not perform. He was a 
Man of the niceſt Honour in his 
Behaviour, as well as Sentiments ; 
a Foe to Vice, a Friend to Virtue, 
and an Encourager of Merit 
wherever he found it. A gallant 
Action could not be done in War, 
nor a virtuous one in Peace, but 


he 


* The Character of the Farl of Warwick is 
thus drawn by Monficur Eaudier, Counſellor 
and Hiſtoriographer to Lovis the Thirteenth, 
King of France; and as from his being a 
Foreigner, there is no Reaſon to ſuppoſe him 
partial, we may conclude that it is a juſt one, 
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he ſought out the Actor, ſhewed 
him Marks of his Eſteem, and ne- 
ver failed to give him Proofs of 
his Liberality. He was not more 
tender of his own, than he was 


jealous of the Honour of his 


Country, which no Man loved 
better, and had ſhewn ſo much 
Regard to it in all his Actions, 
that the Nation was convinced -of 
his noble and public Spirit. How- 
ever incredible it may appear, 
yet it is aſſerted, that no leſs 
than Thirty Thouſand Perſons 
daily lived at his Board, in the 
different Manors and Caſties he 
poſſeſſed in England. No Hoſ- 
pitality was ever known to equal 
his in this Country. Theſe ad- 


mirable Qualities, ſupported by 
ſuch 
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ſuch a Conduct and Mode of 
living, rendered him the Dar- 
ling of the People. 


Loxp Warwick having thus 
procured the People's Approbation 
of his young Friend, a great Num- 
ber of Magiſtrates, Lords, and 
Biſhops were aſſembled at Bay- 
nard's Caſtle, who ratified this 
popular Election; and the new 
King was the next Day proclaim- 
ed in London, by the Name of 
Edward the Fourth. 


Tu us ended the Reign of Hen- 


ry the Sixth, which had laſted 
Thirty-eight Years, commencing 


with his very Childhood ; for in 


the firſt Parliament convened after 
7 his 
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his Father's Death, the Queen 
Mother ſat among the Lords with 
the young King in her Lap. 
Whilſt yet in his Cradle, he was 
proclaimed King both of France 
and England, and began his Life 
with the moſt ſplendid Proſpects ; 
but they could not ſecure him from 
this ſad Reverſe of Fortune. 
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